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Answer Key: When the Narrative Shifts: 10th Grade Writing Process 
Quiz

Sophomores analyze structural transitions and recursive drafting techniques to prepare their portfolios for 
college-level rhetorical demands.

1. A student is moving from a sequence of events to an analysis of the 'foundational cause' in a historical 
narrative. Which recursive step is most vital to ensure the structural integrity of this shift?

Answer: B) Reverse outlining to check thematic alignment

Reverse outlining allows a writer to see the skeleton of their draft post-hoc, ensuring that new analytical pivots align 
with the existing narrative evidence.

2. In the advanced writing process, 'global revision' refers strictly to the correction of mechanical errors 
like comma splices and misplaced modifiers.

Answer: B) False

Global revision focuses on large-scale issues such as logic, audience, organization, and thesis development, whereas 
'local revision' or 'editing' handles mechanics.

3. When a writer utilizes __________ brainstorming to explore the etymology of a word like 'justice' before 
writing a law essay, they are engaging in the discovery phase of the writing process.

Answer: A) Heuristic

Heuristic techniques are problem-solving frameworks or discovery-based strategies used to find deeper meaning 
and generate complex ideas.

4. You are peer-reviewing a draft that lacks 'syntactic variety.' Which strategy should you suggest the 
writer use during the revision stage to enhance the sophistication of their piece?

Answer: C) Combine sentences using subordinating conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions create complex sentences, which improve flow and demonstrate the relationship be-
tween ideas, thus increasing syntactic variety.

5. The 'recursive' nature of writing means that a writer may need to return to the planning or brain-
storming stage even after a full draft has been written.
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Answer: A) True

Writing is not a straight line; new insights during drafting often require a return to planning to refine the argument 
or structure.

6. During the editing phase, a writer focusing on __________ ensures that the tone remains consistent 
with the intended scholarly or professional audience.

Answer: B) Rhetorical stance

Rhetorical stance involves the author's relationship with the audience and the subject; maintaining a consistent 
stance is critical for credibility.

7. Which of these activities characterizes the 'incubation' period within the planning process of a 
complex analytical essay?

Answer: B) Stepping away from the prompt to allow the subconscious to process information

Incubation is an essential cognitive stage where the writer steps away, allowing ideas to synthesize beneath the 
surface level of active thought.

8. A writer who utilizes __________ logic during the drafting phase starts with specific observations to 
build toward a general conclusion.

Answer: C) Inductive

Inductive reasoning moves from specific data points or examples to a broader generalization, a common strategy in 
essay development.

9. Publishing in a 10th-grade context is strictly limited to submitting a paper to a teacher for a grade.

Answer: B) False

Publishing involves sharing work with any audience, which could include literary magazines, blog posts, or commu-
nity presentations.

10. During the revision of a literary analysis, you realize your 'claims' are not sufficiently supported by 
'warrants.' What should your next step be?

Answer: C) Explain how the evidence specifically proves the thesis

In the Toulmin model of argument, warrants connect the data (evidence) to the claim. Strengthening warrants is a 
high-level revision task.
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