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Answer Key: Chef’s Table: 11th Grade Advanced Rhetoric & Writing 
Process

Evaluate the recursive nature of composition as you analyze structural integrity and stylistic nuance in 
professional-grade scholarship.

1. During the planning phase for a rhetorical analysis of Margaret Atwood’s dystopian themes, which 
task best facilitates a complex thesis statement?

Answer: B) Mapping thematic intersections between power dynamics and linguistic control.

Effective planning at the 11th-grade level involves conceptual mapping and synthesis of ideas rather than surface-lev-
el organization or mechanical checks.

2. True or False: In a recursive writing process, a writer might return from the drafting phase back to 
the planning phase if their research reveals a significant counterargument.

Answer: A) True

Writing is recursive, meaning steps are often repeated as new insights require a shift in strategy or scope.

3. While ________ focuses on global issues like logical flow and argumentative strength, editing focuses 
on local issues like syntax and punctuation.

Answer: C) Revising

Revision (re-seeing) targets the 'big picture' elements of a text, such as clarity of thought and overall structure.

4. A writer is drafting a technical analysis of James Joyce’s stream-of-consciousness. Which strategy is 
most appropriate for the 'Drafting' stage?

Answer: B) Synthesizing primary text evidence with initial analytical thoughts.

Drafting focuses on generating content and connecting evidence to claims; polishing and citations are typically 
handled in later stages.

5. In the ________ stage, a student might decide to share their analytical essay on a digital humanities 
forum or submit it to a collegiate journal.

Answer: C) Publishing
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Publishing represents the final stage where the work reaches its intended audience via various platforms.

6. True or False: Peer review is exclusively a part of the 'Editing' phase and does not address the 
conceptual arguments of a paper.

Answer: B) False

Peer review is highly valuable during the 'Revision' phase for investigating the strength of arguments and the clarity 
of ideas.

7. Which action constitutes a 'high-stakes' revision decision for an 11th-grade research paper?

Answer: B) Removing an entire body paragraph that does not align with the revised thesis.

High-stakes revision involves structural and conceptual changes that significantly alter the trajectory of the piece.

8. When a writer checks for consistent 'voice' and 'tone' across an entire document, they are primarily 
engaged in ________.

Answer: D) Revising

Voice and tone are rhetorical choices related to content and audience impact, which are refined during the revision 
stage.

9. True or False: Using a reverse outline — creating an outline of your own finished draft to check logic 
— is a common technique used during the revision stage.

Answer: A) True

Reverse outlining is a powerful tool for analyzing the structural coherence of a draft from an objective perspective.

10. A writer has just finished checking their citations for APA formatting and screening for split 
infinitives. Which stage have they likely just completed?

Answer: C) Editing

Editing involves micro-level technical tasks such as formatting, grammar, and stylistic polish.
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