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Wrangle Wild Sounds: Advanced First Grade Musical Elements Quiz

Instrumental layering, rhythmic synthesis, and mood-shifting dynamics — students will analyze how specific 
sounds build complex musical stories.

1. Imagine you are the composer! You want to transition from a tiny mouse character to a giant 
elephant. Which element should you change MOST to show the elephant's size?

A. Dynamics: Go from very soft to very loud
B. Melody: Use the exact same three notes
C. Tempo: Keep the speed slow the whole time
D. Rhythm: Keep the pattern of the beat the same

2. If a violinist plays a song with a 'scratchy' sound and then a flute plays it with a 'silky' sound, they 
are changing the ________.

A. Harmony
B. Tempo
C. Timbre
D. Rhythm

3. True or False: A songwriter can change the 'mood' of a song from happy to sad by only changing the 
Harmony from major to minor.

A. True
B. False

4. A drummer plays a fast heartbeat beat, and a singer sings a very slow, long tune at the same time. 
Which element is different between them?

A. The Timbre
B. The Tempo
C. The Dynamics
D. The Title

5. When you hum a catchy tune like 'The Pink Panther' theme, you are focusing on the ________ of the 
music.

A. Silence
B. Loudness
C. Harmony
D. Melody

6. True or False: Rhythm is only made of sounds; it cannot have any silences or pauses.
A. True
B. False
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7. If you are 'layering' sounds by having a piano play chords while a guitar plays a different set of notes 
at the same time, what are you creating?

A. Solo
B. Harmony
C. Lyrics
D. Tempo

8. A 'Crescendo' is a special musical instruction that tells a performer to make the ________ get gradually 
louder.

A. Dynamics
B. Rhythm
C. Height
D. Instrument

9. True or False: If you play a song on a toy xylophone instead of a grand piano, the melody stays the 
same but the timbre changes.

A. True
B. False

10. You hear a song that starts with a very 'Short and Bumpy' rhythm, then switches to a 'Slidey and 
Long' rhythm. Which of these did the musician change?

A. The Volume
B. The Articulation (how the notes are played)
C. The Language
D. The Audience
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