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Sifting the Spin: Senior-Year Current Events Analysis Quiz

Examine geopolitical shifts and media framing of real-world crises to sharpen your skills for this week's 
seminar or AP Gov review.

1. When analyzing the influence of 'sovereign wealth funds' on international diplomacy, which factor 
most complicates a nation's ability to maintain a neutral foreign policy?

A. The transparency of democratic elections in the investing country
B. Economic interdependence created by state-owned investment in critical infrastructure
C. The cultural exchange programs funded by the wealth fund
D. The fluctuation of global cryptocurrency markets

2. The concept of _______ refers to a media phenomenon where high-intensity coverage of a specific 
global tragedy forces rapid, and sometimes uncalculated, foreign policy responses by government 
leaders.

A. The Echo Chamber Effect
B. The CNN Effect
C. Yellow Journalism
D. Algorithmic Bias

3. In contemporary trade disputes, 'decoupling' refers to a strategy where a country intentionally 
reduces its economic reliance on a strategic rival to mitigate national security risks.

A. True
B. False

4. How does the 'Overton Window' function in the context of analyzing domestic policy debates, such 
as Universal Basic Income (UBI) or carbon taxes?

A. It measures the literal architectural transparency of government buildings
B. It identifies the range of policies considered politically acceptable to the mainstream population 

at a given time
C. It calculates the percentage of voters who identify as independent
D. It tracks the historical progression of constitutional amendments

5. When a news outlet uses 'loaded language'—such as referring to a group as 'freedom fighters' 
instead of 'insurgents'—they are primarily engaging in _______ to influence viewer perception.

A. Fact-checking
B. Statistical modeling
C. Framing
D. Sourcing
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6. The term 'astroturfing' in current events context refers to a genuine, organic grassroots movement 
that gains traction without corporate funding.

A. True
B. False

7. In analyzing the 'Resource Curse' (or Paradox of Plenty), why might a nation with vast natural 
resources like lithium or oil experience slower democratic development?

A. Citizens in these countries are generally uninterested in politics
B. Government reliance on resource revenue rather than taxation reduces accountability to the public
C. Natural resources physically prevent the building of polling stations
D. International laws prevent resource-rich nations from joining the UN

8. The rise of _______—digitally manipulated media that looks and sounds like a real person—presents a 
major challenge for verifying the authenticity of current event primary sources.

A. Deepfakes
B. Podcasts
C. Infographics
D. Blogging

9. Which analytical lens is most useful for understanding how a local zoning dispute in a metropolitan 
area might be a microcosm of larger national socioeconomic shifts?

A. Biographical analysis of the individual developers
B. Comparison of the local dispute with urban gentrification patterns across the country
C. Calculating the total brick count of the new buildings
D. Checking the weather patterns of the city over the last decade

10. Confirmation bias is the tendency of an individual to seek out, interpret, and favor information that 
confirms their pre-existing beliefs.

A. True
B. False
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