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Answer Key: Will Mountains Move the Map? Gritty 5th Grade Geopoli-
tics Quiz

Design strategic solutions for landlocked nations and analyze how the rugged Andes and Great Rift Valley
impact modern global diplomacy.

1. The nation of Bolivia in South America is 'landlocked.' Based on geopolitics, what is the most likely
strategy Bolivia must use to participate in global sea trade?

Answer: B) Forming strong diplomatic alliances with neighbors like Peru or Chile to use their ports

Landlocked countries lack direct ocean access, requiring them to negotiate 'transit rights' with neighboring countries
to reach international shipping lanes.

2. True or False: A country with a 'buffer state’' geography is often safer because it sits between two
larger, potentially stuck-in-conflict powers.

Answer: A) True

A buffer state, like Mongolia between Russia and China, helps reduce direct friction and prevents immediate border
conflicts between two giants.

3. The Democratic Republic of the Congo is rich in Cobalt, a mineral used for electric car batteries. This
geographic 'luck’ is an example of influence on global politics.

Answer: A) Resource

When a country possesses a rare natural resource that the rest of the world needs, it gains significant leverage in
international negotiations.

4. Imagine a new island rises in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea. Why would multiple countries
likely argue over who owns it?

Answer: C) Because it could expand their 'exclusive economic zone' for fishing and underwater minerals

Ownership of land in the sea allows a country to claim the surrounding waters (usually 200 nautical miles) for
economic use and military defense.

5. The 'Great Rift Valley' in Africa creates deep lakes and steep cliffs. For a 5th-grade geographer, this
physical feature is a to easy transportation between East and West Africa.
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Answer: C) Barrier

Rugged terrain like rifts and mountains act as barriers, making trade and communication more expensive and difficult
between regions.

6. True or False: If a river like the Mekong flows through six different countries, the country at the very
beginning (upstream) has no geopolitical power over the water.

Answer: B) False

Upstream countries (like China with the Mekong) have high leverage because their dams or usage can directly affect
the water supply for all countries downstream.

7. The Bosporus Strait in Turkey is a very narrow waterway connecting the Black Sea to the Mediter-
ranean. In geopolitics, this is known as a:

Answer: B) Chokepoint

A chokepoint is a narrow route that can be easily blocked or controlled, giving the country that owns it immense
power over global shipping.

8. The Andes Mountains run through seven South American countries. This feature often forces these
nations to develop specialized in high-altitude movement rather than flatland tanks.

Answer: C) Militaries

Geography dictates how a country defends itself; mountainous nations focus on specialized infantry and air power
rather than heavy ground vehicles.

9. True or False: A 'forward capital’ is a city moved to a specific location to show a country's intention
to develop or protect a certain geographic area.

Answer: A) True

Countries like Brazil (moving to Brasilia) or Nigeria (moving to Abuja) moved their capitals to centralize power or
encourage growth in the interior.

10. Why might a country like Australia be considered geographically 'secure’ compared to a country in
Central Europe?

Answer: A) It is an island continent with no immediate land borders with rivals
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Being surrounded by water provides a 'moat' effect, making invasion much more difficult than it is for countries with
many neighbors on flat plains.
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