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Level Up Your 11th Grade Etymology: The Ultimate Morphetic Challenge

Deconstruct complex academic terms through morphological analysis to prepare for college-level reading 
and synthesized writing.

1. In the context of sociopolitical discourse, analyze the term 'antidisestablishmentarianism.' Which 
sequence of morphemes correctly identifies its structural evolution?

A. anti- (against) + dis- (away) + establish (root) + -ment (result) + -arian (person) + -ism (belief)
B. anti- (before) + dist- (far) + establish (root) + -ment (state) + -arian (habit) + -ism (process)
C. an- (not) + tidis- (order) + establish (root) + -ment (action) + -arian (group) + -ism (theory)
D. anti- (opposite) + di- (two) + stable (root) + -ish (nature) + -mentarian (study) + -ism (doctrine)

2. The philosopher's writing was characterized by ______, a word derived from the Latin roots 'loqui' (to 
speak) and 'magnus' (great/large).

A. Grandiloquence
B. Elocution
C. Magnanimous
D. Soliloquy

3. The prefix in 'peripatetic' functions as a locative morpheme meaning 'around' or 'about,' reflecting 
the Aristotelian tradition of walking while teaching.

A. True
B. False

4. Consider the word 'anachronism.' If 'ana-' acts as a prefix meaning 'back' or 'against' and 'chron' is 
the root for 'time,' what characterizes an anachronistic element in a film?

A. A character who anticipates future events through prophecy.
B. An object or custom that is misplaced in a different historical era.
C. A narrative structure that utilizes multiple simultaneous timelines.
D. The use of slow-motion to emphasize a specific thematic moment.

5. While searching for the 'source' of the epidemic, the scientists looked for the ______, utilizing the root 
'gen' (birth/origin) and the prefix 'epi-' (upon).

A. Epigenetics
B. Epigenesis
C. Epigenic
D. Epigene

6. Scientific nomenclature often uses the root 'morph' paired with 'anthropo' to describe objects. A 
robot designed to resemble a human is strictly:

A. Anthropocentric
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B. Misanthropic
C. Anthropomorphic
D. Philanthropic

7. The word 'obsequious' uses the prefix 'ob-' (toward) and the root 'sequi' (to follow) to describe 
someone who is excessively submissive or eager to please.

A. True
B. False

8. A literary critic analyzing a text's hidden, underlying meanings is performing an ______, using the 
prefix 'ex-' (out) and the Greek root 'hegeisthai' (to lead).

A. Excursion
B. Exegesis
C. Exacerbation
D. Exposition

9. The suffix '-ocracy' and '-archy' are interchangeable in high-level political science because they both 
derive from the same Latin root meaning 'to hold'.

A. True
B. False

10. Identify the word where the prefix 'in-' functions as an intensifier rather than a negation (meaning 
'not').

A. Incorrigible
B. Inscrutable
C. Inflammable
D. Innocuous
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