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Do You Have the Ghostwriter’s Edge? 7th Grade Voice & Style Challenge

Synthesize complex narrative elements to demonstrate how specific syntactic choices and unreliable perspec-
tives manipulate a reader’s emotional response.

1. An author writes a scene from the perspective of a character with memory loss. If the sentences are
short, fragmented, and frequently interrupted by ellipses, what is the primary function of this stylistic
choice?

A. To establish a fast-paced action sequence

B. To mirror the character's internal cognitive disorientation

C. To provide a rhythmic, poetic flow to the prose

D. To signal to the reader that the narrator is lying

2. Which term describes a narrator whose credibility is compromised, requiring the reader to synthesize
the 'truth’ by reading between the lines of their biased account?

A. Omniscient Narrator

B. Protagonist-Antagonist

C. Unreliable Narrator

D. Objective Observer

3. True or False: Using 'vivid imagery' requires the writer to stick strictly to visual descriptions rather
than including auditory or tactile details.

A. True

B. False

4. In a dystopian story, the government speaks only in 'Passive Voice' (e.g., 'The laws were followed')
while the rebels speak in 'Active Voice' (e.g., "We broke the laws'). What does this contrast likely
symbolize?

A. The government's lack of funding for education

B. The difference between historical and modern settings

C. The shift from bureaucratic detachment to individual agency

D. A mistake made by the author during the editing process

5. When a writer uses an object, person, or situation to represent a complex, abstract idea (like using
a lighthouse to represent hope in a dark world), they are utilizing ____ .

A. Onomatopoeia

B. Symbolism

C. Alliteration

D. Hyperbole
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6. True or False: Subverting a 'trope’ (a common storytelling predictable pattern) is a primary method
for achieving originality in creative writing.

A. True

B. False

7. Which of these is an example of 'Juxtaposition' used to create a specific mood in a creative piece?
A. Describing a bright, cheery birthday party happening inside a house while a violent storm rages
outside.
B. Listing the ingredients of a cake in a recipe format.
C. Using the same word three times in a row for emphasis.
D. Writing a story in chronological order from beginning to end.

8. A writing style that intentionally provides very little information, forcing the reader to fill in the
blanks' and infer the characters' emotions, is often called the .

A. Kitchen Sink Method

B. Iceberg Theory

C. Flowery Prose Style

D. Encyclopedic Approach

9. True or False: In creative writing, the 'Voice' of a character is determined strictly by the dialogue they
speak, not by their internal thoughts.

A. True

B. False

10. If a writer chooses to write a short story in the form of a series of saved voicemails and text
messages, what is the most likely reason for choosing this 'Form of Expression'?

A. To make the story easier to write by avoiding descriptions

B. To save space on the page for illustrations

C. To create a sense of voyeuristic urgency and modern realism

D. Because they ran out of ink for traditional paragraph writing
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