
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Detective Work in 5th Grade Pop Trends

Crack the hidden codes in video games and fashion to reveal what our favorite trends actually say about the 
world.

1. In 2024, many video games began featuring 'Eco-Construction' modes where players must save a 
digital forest. What does this trend likely reflect about our current society?

A. A global shift toward prioritizing environmental protection
B. A sudden dislike for city-building games
C. That players prefer games with fewer colors
D. That digital forests are easier to program than buildings

2. True or False: A popular character's costume change from bright colors to dark armor always means 
the character has become a villain.

A. True
B. False

3. When fans of an animated series create 'theories' about a character's secret past, they are engaging 
in _______ interpretation.

A. Audience
B. Silent
C. Financial
D. Ancient

4. A new 'Space Explorer' toy line uses recycled ocean plastic for its figures. What is the most likely 
symbolic message intended by the manufacturer?

A. Space is full of plastic waste
B. The company wants to save money on materials
C. The future of exploration depends on taking care of Earth
D. Astronauts often visit the ocean before going to space

5. True or False: Narrative analysis involves looking at the 'bones' or structure of a story to see what 
message the creator is trying to send.

A. True
B. False

6. If a popular 2025 fashion trend features 'Glow-in-the-Dark' accessories to represent 'finding a light 
in the dark,' this is an example of a _______.

A. Narrative
B. Symbol
C. Market
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D. Script

7. Imagine a hit TV show where a group of students must work together to solve problems without 
using technology. What societal value might this be reflecting?

A. A desire for more screen time
B. A societal anxiety about being too dependent on gadgets
C. Proof that technology is completely useless
D. That students should not go to school

8. True or False: Every person who watches the same movie will always have the exact same 'Audience 
Reception' or interpretation.

A. True
B. False

9. A pop star releasing a 'Silent Album' to protest noise pollution is using their art to _______ societal 
norms.

A. Challenge
B. Follow
C. Ignore
D. Support

10. Why is it important for 5th graders to analyze pop culture instead of just consuming it?
A. To help them get better grades in math class
B. To understand how media influences their thoughts and choices
C. Because it is a requirement for using a smartphone
D. To convince their parents to buy more merch
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