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Answer Key: Succeeding with Senior Source Citations: Your Research 
Quiz
Can you distinguish between a credible scholarly journal and a biased blog? Verify your ability to identify 
properly formatted Chicago and MLA style references.

1. Which of the following is considered a primary source when researching the impacts of the Great 
Depression?

Answer: C) A diary entry written by a migrant worker in 1934

Primary sources are contemporary accounts or direct evidence from the time period being studied, such as diaries, 
letters, or original photographs.

2. True or False: In MLA 9th Edition, you must include the full URL (excluding http:// or https://) for most 
online sources.

Answer: A) True

Current MLA standards require the inclusion of a permalink or URL to help readers locate the exact digital source 
you used.

3. When checking for 'Currency' in a scientific research paper, a 12th-grade student is primarily looking 
for the _______.

Answer: B) Publication or revision date

Currency refers to the timeliness of the information; for many subjects, using the most recent data is vital for accuracy.

4. If you are citing a play by William Shakespeare in-text, what information is typically required instead 
of a page number?

Answer: C) The Act, Scene, and Line numbers

Standard literary citation for classic plays uses Act, Scene, and Line (e.g., 2.3.45-47) to help readers find the passage 
in any edition of the text.

5. True or False: Using a 'Works Cited' page is a requirement for papers formatted specifically in APA 
style.

Answer: B) False
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APA style uses the label 'References' for its bibliographic list, while MLA style uses 'Works Cited'.

6. To avoid plagiarism when you put an author's ideas into your own words, you must still provide a 
_______ citation.

Answer: A) In-text

Even if you paraphrase (rewrite in your own words), the original idea belongs to the author and must be credited with 
an in-text citation.

7. Which domain extension is generally considered the most reliable for finding objective statistical 
data from the United States government?

Answer: C) .gov

.gov domains are restricted to government entities and are primary sources for official data and public records.

8. True or False: A 'Peer-Reviewed' article is one that has been evaluated by experts in the same field 
before being published.

Answer: A) True

Peer review is a rigorous quality-control process used in academia to ensure the research is sound and significant.

9. In a Works Cited entry, the title of a larger work (like a book or a website) should be written in _______.

Answer: B) Italics

According to both MLA and APA standards, titles of independent, large works like books and journals should be 
italicized.

10. When using the CRAAP test to evaluate a source, what does the 'A' for 'Authority' refer to?

Answer: C) The credentials and expertise of the creator

Authority examines who the author is, their institutional affiliations, and whether they are qualified to write on the 
topic.
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