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Answer Key: Lexical Shadows: Elite 9th Grade Semantic Analysis

Deconstruct linguistic nuances and resolve syntactic ambiguities in this high-level assessment of word 
relationships and etymological precision.

1. In a legal context, a judge might be described as 'disinterested.' Which word serves as a precise 
synonym that captures the professional nuance required for this role?

Answer: C) Impartial

In academic and legal English, 'disinterested' means free from bias or self-interest (impartial), whereas 'uninterested' 
simply means lacking curiosity or concern.

2. Choose the correct homophone to complete the following sentence: 'The ____ of the local government 
was often criticized for being too focused on aesthetic improvements rather than infrastructure.'

Answer: A) Council

A 'council' is an administrative or legislative body, while 'counsel' refers to advice or a legal representative.

3. True or False: In a literary analysis of a tragedy, 'ephemeral' and 'perennial' would be considered 
antonyms.

Answer: A) True

'Ephemeral' describes something short-lived, while 'perennial' describes something enduring or continually recur-
ring, making them opposites.

4. Identify the relationship between the words 'Discrete' and 'Discreet' as used in a technical manual.

Answer: C) They are homophones with distinct meanings.

These are homophones: 'discrete' means separate or distinct, while 'discreet' means careful/circumspect in behavior.

5. Which antonym best fits the blank to create a contrast with 'altruism' in a sociological essay: 'While 
the community praised his altruism, his private diaries revealed a deep-seated ____.'

Answer: C) Misanthropy

'Misanthropy' (a dislike of humankind) serves as a thematic antonym to 'altruism' (selfless concern for others).

Powered by sheetworks Page 1 of 2



Name: ________________ Date: ________________

6. True or False: The words 'complement' (to complete something) and 'compliment' (to praise) are 
homophones often confused in academic writing.

Answer: A) True

These two words sound identical but have different spellings and definitions, making them classic homophones.

7. Evaluate the following sentence for semantic precision: 'The scientist found the results to be equiv-
ocal.' Which synonym suggests the results were open to multiple interpretations?

Answer: B) Ambiguous

'Equivocal' and 'ambiguous' both refer to something that is unclear or can be understood in more than one way.

8. In an architectural critique, if a building's design is described as 'stark,' its antonym in a critique of 
a Baroque cathedral would likely be ____.

Answer: B) Ornate

'Stark' implies simplicity and lack of ornament; 'ornate' implies elaborate decoration, making it the appropriate 
stylistic antonym.

9. True or False: Using the word 'egregious' as a synonym for 'outstandingly good' is linguistically 
accurate in modern Standard English.

Answer: B) False

While 'egregious' etymologically meant 'standing out,' in modern usage it is exclusively used as a synonym for 
'shockingly bad' or 'flagrant.'

10. When discussing historical documents, 'canvas' and 'canvass' change the meaning of a sentence 
entirely. Which sentence uses the homophone 'canvass' correctly?

Answer: B) The politician decided to canvass the neighborhood for votes.

'Canvass' (with two s's) is a verb meaning to survey or solicit, while 'canvas' (one s) refers to the heavy fabric.
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