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Lexical Logic & Linguistic sleight: College Wordplay Quiz

Synthesize subtle semantic shifts and resolve phonological ambiguities by evaluating complex etymological 
relationships in academic and literary contexts.

1. In the context of Jean-Paul Sartre’s existentialist philosophy, which term serves as a nuanced 
synonym for 'Angst'—specifically referring to the realization of total freedom?

A. Ennui
B. Anguish
C. Malaise
D. Trepidation

2. A literary critic argues that a character's 'mercurial' nature is the direct ________ of their previously 
'stolid' demeanor, illustrating a radical shift in temperament.

A. Homophone
B. Corollary
C. Antonym
D. Synonym

3. The words 'discrete' (distinct/separate) and 'discreet' (circumspect/judicious) are examples of homo-
phones that are frequently conflated in formal academic writing.

A. True
B. False

4. Identify the homophone error in this sentence: 'The council sought to canvass the neighborhood to 
ensure the canvas awnings met the new aesthetic statues.'

A. council
B. canvass
C. canvas
D. statues

5. While 'ephemeral' and 'transient' are often used as synonyms, 'ephemeral' specifically implies a 
lifespan of a ________, rooted in its biological and Greek etymology.

A. Millisecond
B. Single day
C. Lunar cycle
D. Human epoch

6. In semiotics, a 'signifier' is considered a perfect synonym for a 'signified' within the construction of 
a linguistic sign.

A. True
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B. False

7. Which word functions as a 'contronym' (a word that is its own antonym) in the context of academic 
research?

A. Sanction
B. Validate
C. Corroborate
D. Abstract

8. The use of 'imply' vs 'infer' represents a directional relationship; they are often confused but function 
as ________ in the flow of information between speaker and listener.

A. Synonyms
B. Homophones
C. Relational Antonyms
D. Orthographic variants

9. If a writer describes a prose style as 'laconic,' which of the following words would be the most precise 
antonym for the purpose of a comparative analysis?

A. Terse
B. Garrulous
C. Pithy
D. Succinct

10. The words 'altar' (a ceremonial table) and 'alter' (to change) are heteronyms because they are 
spelled differently and have different meanings.

A. True
B. False
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