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Answer Key: Lexical Logic & Linguistic sleight: College Wordplay Quiz

Synthesize subtle semantic shifts and resolve phonological ambiguities by evaluating complex etymological
relationships in academic and literary contexts.

1. In the context of Jean-Paul Sartre’s existentialist philosophy, which term serves as a nuanced
synonym for 'Angst'—specifically referring to the realization of total freedom?

Answer: B) Anguish

In Sartrean philosophy, 'Anguish’ is the technical synonym for the realization of one's absolute responsibility, distinct
from general boredom (ennui) or physical illness (malaise).

2. A literary critic argues that a character's 'mercurial’ nature is the direct of their previously
'stolid' demeanor, illustrating a radical shift in temperament.

Answer: C) Antonym

'Mercurial' (volatile/changeable) acts as an antonym to 'stolid' (calm/dependable/unemational), highlighting a direct
reversal of traits.

3. The words 'discrete’ (distinct/separate) and 'discreet’ (circumspect/judicious) are examples of homo-
phones that are frequently conflated in formal academic writing.

Answer: A) True

These are classic homophones; they sound identical but have different spellings and distinctly different meanings in
technical and social contexts.

4. Identify the homophone error in this sentence: 'The council sought to canvass the neighborhood to
ensure the canvas awnings met the new aesthetic statues.’

Answer: D) statues

'Statues' (sculptures) is a homophone error for 'statutes' (laws/regulations). Both 'canvass' (to poll) and 'canvas' (the
fabric) were used correctly.

5. While 'ephemeral’ and 'transient' are often used as synonyms, ‘ephemeral’ specifically implies a
lifespan of a , rooted in its biological and Greek etymology.

Answer: B) Single day
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Advanced synonym usage requires understanding nuance; 'ephemeral' comes from the Greek 'ephemeros,' meaning
lasting only one day.

6. In semiotics, a 'signifier' is considered a perfect synonym for a 'signified' within the construction of
a linguistic sign.

Answer: B) False

These are antonymous or complementary opposites in Saussurean linguistics: the signifier is the form (word/sound),
while the signified is the concept.

7. Which word functions as a ‘contronym’ (a word that is its own antonym) in the context of academic
research?

Answer: A) Sanction

'Sanction' can mean to give official permission (support) or to impose a penalty (oppose), making it a contronym.

8. The use of 'imply’ vs 'infer’ represents a directional relationship; they are often confused but function
as in the flow of information between speaker and listener.

Answer: C) Relational Antonyms

They describe the same process from opposite viewpoints (sending vs. receiving), making them relational antonyms
(conversives).

9. If awriter describes a prose style as 'laconic,’ which of the following words would be the most precise
antonym for the purpose of a comparative analysis?

Answer: B) Garrulous

'Laconic' means using very few words; 'garrulous' means excessively talkative, providing the strongest thematic
contrast.

10. The words 'altar’ (a ceremonial table) and 'alter’ (to change) are heteronyms because they are
spelled differently and have different meanings.

Answer: B) False

False. They are homophones (same sound, different spelling). Heteronyms have the same spelling but different
sounds (e.qg., tear/tear).
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