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Think Like a Critic: Your 9th Grade Pop Culture Power Up

Why do certain sneakers become status symbols while others flop? Analyze the hidden messages in 
streetwear, dystopian films, and viral aesthetics.

1. In the film 'Everything Everywhere All at Once', the 'Everything Bagel' serves as a symbolic repre-
sentation of which philosophical concept?

A. Optimistic Nihilism
B. Traditional Bureaucracy
C. Cultural Assimilation
D. Technological Advancement

2. True or False: Narrative analysis focuses primarily on the visual color palette of a film rather than 
the structure of the story or its underlying messages.

A. True
B. False

3. The rise of 'Dark Academia' as a fashion and lifestyle aesthetic on social media is often interpreted 
as a romanticization of ______.

A. STEM research
B. Classical literature and elite education
C. Outdoor survival skills
D. Corporate office culture

4. When fans of 'The Last of Us' debate the morality of the main character's final decision, which 
component of pop culture analysis is being actively utilized?

A. Symbolic Interpretation
B. Historical Revisionism
C. Audience Reception
D. Corporate Monetization

5. In contemporary streetwear culture, limited edition 'drops' create a sense of ______ to drive consumer 
demand.

A. Artificial scarcity
B. Universal accessibility
C. Environmental conservation
D. Historical accuracy

6. True or False: Societal reflection in pop culture analysis suggests that media acts as a 'mirror' that 
can both reflect and influence the real-world values of its time.

A. True
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B. False

7. The trend of 'Cowboy Core' (incorporating Western wear) appearing in modern pop music and fashion 
is often an example of:

A. A rejection of all technology
B. Subverting traditional icons of Americana
C. A return to nomadic farming lifestyles
D. The end of the fashion industry

8. When analyzing the 'Quiet Luxury' trend, critics often point to it as a symbolic rejection of ______.
A. Personal hygiene
B. Overt logo-centric branding
C. Digital communication
D. Classical music

9. True or False: Analyzing a superhero's costume strictly for its defensive capabilities is a form of 
'Symbolic Interpretation'.

A. True
B. False

10. The recent surge in 'Dystopian Fiction' (like 'The Hunger Games' prequel) is often analyzed as a 
reflection of which real-world anxiety?

A. Climate change and political stability
B. A lack of interest in sports
C. The discovery of extraterrestrial life
D. A global decrease in reading rates
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