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A Prosaic Pursuit: 11th Grade Rhetorical Styles Quiz

Evaluate and distinguish between complex rhetorical modes through the analysis of nuanced literary struc-
tures and argumentative strategies.

1. An author critiquing the ethical implications of genetic engineering by systematically refuting 
common counter-arguments is primarily employing which mode?

A. Narrative
B. Argumentative
C. Descriptive
D. Expository

2. A technical manual explaining the assembly of a modular space station is classified as a descriptive 
essay due to its high level of detail.

A. True
B. False

3. In a ______ essay, the writer might utilize a 'stream of consciousness' technique to explore the internal 
psyche of a character throughout a specific event.

A. Persuasive
B. Narrative
C. Expository
D. Categorical

4. Which essay type is most likely to rely on 'spatial organization' to guide the reader through a physical 
environment, such as a Gothic cathedral?

A. Expository
B. Narrative
C. Descriptive
D. Argumentative

5. When an essay focuses on the 'Comparative Analysis' of two differing economic theories without 
advocating for one over the other, it is functioning as:

A. Persuasive
B. Expository
C. Argumentative
D. Reflective

6. The primary distinction between persuasive and argumentative writing is that argumentative 
writing relies more heavily on logical frameworks (logos) and evidence over pure emotional appeal 
(pathos).
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A. True
B. False

7. An essay that uses a 'call to action' at the end of a speech regarding urban reforestation is catego-
rizable as a ______ essay.

A. Descriptive
B. Narrative
C. Persuasive
D. Expository

8. Which of the following would be the most effective thesis for a hard-difficulty Expository essay at 
the college-prep level?

A. I think the internet is a very interesting place for everyone.
B. The internet is the best invention in the history of the world.
C. The evolution of decentralized protocols has fundamentally altered digital data sovereignty.
D. Click here to see how the internet was started back in the sixties.

9. A narrative essay is strictly prohibited from containing any elements of description or exposition.
A. True
B. False

10. The use of 'vivid sensory metaphors' is the foundational tool of the ______ essay style.
A. Narrative
B. Persuasive
C. Expository
D. Descriptive
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