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Answer Key: A Prosaic Pursuit: 11th Grade Rhetorical Styles Quiz

Evaluate and distinguish between complex rhetorical modes through the analysis of nuanced literary struc-
tures and argumentative strategies.

1. An author critiquing the ethical implications of genetic engineering by systematically refuting 
common counter-arguments is primarily employing which mode?

Answer: B) Argumentative

Argumentative writing is characterized by the presentation of a claim supported by evidence and the strategic use 
of counter-arguments to strengthen a position.

2. A technical manual explaining the assembly of a modular space station is classified as a descriptive 
essay due to its high level of detail.

Answer: B) False

Technical explanations and process analyses are forms of expository writing, which aims to inform or explain, rather 
than descriptive writing, which focuses on sensory imagery.

3. In a ______ essay, the writer might utilize a 'stream of consciousness' technique to explore the internal 
psyche of a character throughout a specific event.

Answer: B) Narrative

Narrative essays often utilize storytelling devices, including internal monologue and chronological or non-linear 
structures, to recount experiences.

4. Which essay type is most likely to rely on 'spatial organization' to guide the reader through a physical 
environment, such as a Gothic cathedral?

Answer: C) Descriptive

Descriptive essays frequently use spatial organization to help the reader visualize a setting by moving from one 
physical point to another.

5. When an essay focuses on the 'Comparative Analysis' of two differing economic theories without 
advocating for one over the other, it is functioning as:

Answer: B) Expository
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Expository writing seeks to clarify, define, or compare concepts neutrally, providing information rather than seeking 
to change the reader's opinion.

6. The primary distinction between persuasive and argumentative writing is that argumentative 
writing relies more heavily on logical frameworks (logos) and evidence over pure emotional appeal 
(pathos).

Answer: A) True

Argumentative writing is academically rigorous, prioritizing logic, data, and the acknowledgement of opposing views, 
whereas persuasion may lean more heavily on emotion and rhetoric.

7. An essay that uses a 'call to action' at the end of a speech regarding urban reforestation is catego-
rizable as a ______ essay.

Answer: C) Persuasive

A 'call to action' is a hallmark of persuasive writing, designed to prompt the audience to adopt a specific behavior or 
belief.

8. Which of the following would be the most effective thesis for a hard-difficulty Expository essay at 
the college-prep level?

Answer: C) The evolution of decentralized protocols has fundamentally altered digital data sovereignty.

College-prep expository theses must be objective, specific, and analytical rather than opinionated or overly simplistic.

9. A narrative essay is strictly prohibited from containing any elements of description or exposition.

Answer: B) False

Effective writing often blends modes; a narrative essay uses descriptive imagery to build the setting and expository 
details to provide necessary background context.

10. The use of 'vivid sensory metaphors' is the foundational tool of the ______ essay style.

Answer: D) Descriptive

Descriptive writing relies on metaphors and sensory language to create a 'mental image' for the reader, focusing on 
the essence of the subject.
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