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Answer Key: Unmask Invisible Motives 5th Grade Character Analysis

Students dissect complex internal conflicts and track evolving traits across 10 challenging scenarios, trans-
forming them from passive readers into literary detectives.

1. Which term best describes a character who undergoes a significant internal change, such as a shift 
in values or outlook, during the course of a story?

Answer: B) Dynamic character

A dynamic character is one who changes significantly throughout the narrative, whereas a static character remains 
the same.

2. The author writes: 'Leo’s hands trembled as he stepped toward the podium, but he tightened his grip 
on his notes and forced a smile.' What can we infer about Leo's character traits?

Answer: C) He is nervous but showing resilience.

Trembling hands indicate nervousness, but tightening his grip and forcing a smile demonstrate resilience and 
determination.

3. An author uses ________ characterization when they show a character's personality through their 
speech, actions, or appearance rather than stating it directly.

Answer: C) Indirect

Indirect characterization requires the reader to infer traits based on a character's S.T.E.A.L. (Speech, Thoughts, Effect 
on others, Actions, Looks).

4. A character's motivation is the reason behind their specific actions or behaviors in a story.

Answer: A) True

Motivation is the 'why' behind a character's choices, driving the plot forward through their desires or needs.

5. In a story where the protagonist struggles against their own self-doubt to finish a race, what type 
of conflict is being primarily explored?

Answer: D) Character vs. Self
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Internal conflict, specifically Character vs. Self, occurs when a character struggles with their own emotions, fears, or 
decisions.

6. When an author provides a detailed backstory to explain why a villain behaves cruelly, they are 
focusing on character ________.

Answer: D) Motivation

Explaining the cause of a character's actions by looking at their past experiences defines their motivation.

7. A flat character is a complex character with many different, and sometimes contradictory, person-
ality traits.

Answer: B) False

A flat character has only one or two traits. A 'round' character is the one who is complex and many-sided.

8. Which of these is the most effective piece of evidence to support the claim that a character is 
'resourceful'?

Answer: B) The character fixes a broken engine using only a paperclip and tape.

Resourcefulness is best shown through actions that demonstrate solving a problem with limited tools.

9. The ________ perspective is the vantage point from which a story is told, which heavily influences how 
readers perceive a character's thoughts.

Answer: C) Point of view

Point of view (first-person, third-person limited, etc.) determines how much access the reader has to a character's 
internal state.

10. If a character's external appearance is described as 'unkept and messy,' but their bedroom is 
'perfectly organized and spotless,' what might the author be suggesting?

Answer: C) There is a contrast between the character's public persona and private reality.

Contrasting details between public appearance and private habits often suggest complexity or a desire to hide one's 
true nature.
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