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Architecting Arguments: 4th Grade Recursive Writing Quiz

Evidence synthesis, developmental revision, and structural alignment exercises verify mastery of high-level
composition skills for advanced upper elementary writers.

1. Imagine you are writing a persuasive letter to the city council about urban beekeeping. During
the planning stage, which technique would best help you organize complex evidence from multiple
scientific sources?

A. Writing a poem about how bees sound in the morning.

B. Creating a Venn diagram to compare the benefits and risks found in your research.

C. Correcting the spelling of 'pollination' in your notes.

D. Mailing the letter to the mayor immediately.

2. In the 'Recursive Writing Process,' a writer may return to the planning stage even after they have
already started their second draft.

A. True
B. False

3. When a writer changes the entire tone of a biography from ‘gloomy’ to 'inspiring’ by replacing
sections of text, they are engaged in the stage of

A. Editing

B. Drafting
C. Revising
D. Publishing

4. You have finished a draft about the engineering of the Great Wall of China. You realize your third
paragraph about Mongul history doesn't support your main idea about construction. What is the most
effective next step?

A. Change the font to make the paragraph look more professional.

B. Delete or rewrite the paragraph to ensure structural alignment with your thesis.

C. Add more commas to the paragraph to slow the reader down.

D. Publish the draft as a blog post immediately.

5.During the ______ stage, a writer's primary goal is 'generative flow," where they transform ideas into
sentences without stopping to worry about perfect punctuation.

A. Planning

B. Drafting

C. Editing

D. Revising

Powered by sheetworks Page 1 of 2



Name: Date:

6. The 'Publishing’ stage always requires a printing press or a digital website to be considered success-
ful.

A. True
B. False

7. Which of these tasks would be considered 'Developmental Editing' or 'Substantive Revision' for a
4th-grade science report?
A. Checking if all the proper nouns are capitalized.
B. Fixing a typo in the word 'photosynthesis’'.
C. Re-ordering paragraphs to create a more logical transition from 'Root Function' to 'Stem Growth'.
D. Adding a colorful border to the final page.

8. A writer is using a 'Peer Response’ strategy to listen to feedback about the clarity of their narrative.
This activity is a form of assessment.

A. Formatting
B. Summative
C. Publishing
D. Formative

9. Proofreading for homophones like 'their,' 'there," and 'they're’ is a task specifically belonging to the
Editing stage.

A. True

B. False

10. You are writing a mystery story. If you realize in the final stage that the 'detective’ found a clue they
didn't have earlier, what is the best way to use the writing process to fix this?

A. Print the story and cross out the mistake with a pen.

B. Go back to the drafting/revising stage to 'seed' the clue earlier in the story.

C. Change the detective's name to see if it fixes the problem.

D. Ignore the mistake because the audience might not notice.

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 2



