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Answer Key: Architecting Arguments: 4th Grade Recursive Writing Quiz

Evidence synthesis, developmental revision, and structural alignment exercises verify mastery of high-level 
composition skills for advanced upper elementary writers.

1. Imagine you are writing a persuasive letter to the city council about urban beekeeping. During 
the planning stage, which technique would best help you organize complex evidence from multiple 
scientific sources?

Answer: B) Creating a Venn diagram to compare the benefits and risks found in your research.

Advanced planning requires synthesis. Using a graphic organizer like a Venn diagram allows a writer to analyze and 
categorize complex information before drafting begins.

2. In the 'Recursive Writing Process,' a writer may return to the planning stage even after they have 
already started their second draft.

Answer: A) True

Writing is recursive, meaning it isn't a straight line. If a writer discovers a hole in their logic during the draft, they 
often return to planning to brainstorm new solutions.

3. When a writer changes the entire tone of a biography from 'gloomy' to 'inspiring' by replacing 
sections of text, they are engaged in the stage of _______.

Answer: C) Revising

Revision involves 're-seeing' the piece. Changing the tone or structure is a high-level revision task, whereas editing 
focuses on surface-level errors like mechanics.

4. You have finished a draft about the engineering of the Great Wall of China. You realize your third 
paragraph about Mongul history doesn't support your main idea about construction. What is the most 
effective next step?

Answer: B) Delete or rewrite the paragraph to ensure structural alignment with your thesis.

Effective revision requires the writer to evaluate if every part of the text serves the overall purpose; deleting off-topic 
content strengthens the argument.

5. During the _______ stage, a writer's primary goal is 'generative flow,' where they transform ideas into 
sentences without stopping to worry about perfect punctuation.
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Answer: B) Drafting

Drafting is the generative phase. Advanced writers know that stopping to fix every small mistake during a first draft 
can interrupt the flow of complex thoughts.

6. The 'Publishing' stage always requires a printing press or a digital website to be considered success-
ful.

Answer: B) False

Publishing simply means preparing the work for its intended audience. This could be a formal speech, a handwritten 
letter, or a classroom presentation.

7. Which of these tasks would be considered 'Developmental Editing' or 'Substantive Revision' for a 
4th-grade science report?

Answer: C) Re-ordering paragraphs to create a more logical transition from 'Root Function' to 'Stem Growth'.

Substantive revision involves looking at the logic and sequence of the information to improve how the reader 
understands the topic.

8. A writer is using a 'Peer Response' strategy to listen to feedback about the clarity of their narrative. 
This activity is a form of _______ assessment.

Answer: D) Formative

Peer response is a formative assessment tool; it provides feedback during the process to help the writer improve the 
work before the final version is finished.

9. Proofreading for homophones like 'their,' 'there,' and 'they're' is a task specifically belonging to the 
Editing stage.

Answer: A) True

Editing focuses on the conventions of language, including spelling, grammar, and correct word usage (like homo-
phones), to ensure the text is polished.

10. You are writing a mystery story. If you realize in the final stage that the 'detective' found a clue they 
didn't have earlier, what is the best way to use the writing process to fix this?

Answer: B) Go back to the drafting/revising stage to 'seed' the clue earlier in the story.
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This requires synthesis and logic. Going back to an earlier stage to ensure consistency is a hallmark of a sophisticated 
writing process.
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