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Answer Key: Could You Decode a Masterpiece? 11th Grade Music Analy-
sis Quiz
Evaluate how social rebellion and technological shifts shaped iconic compositions, preparing you for the 
analytical rigors of collegiate musicology studies.

1. Which analytical lens best explains how Steve Reich’s 'Music for 18 Musicians' (1976) challenges the 
traditional Western concept of teleological (goal-oriented) progression?

Answer: B) Via iterative process and phasing that emphasizes psychoacoustic shifts

Minimalism, particularly in Reich's work, moves away from the 'narrative' climax of Romanticism toward a focus on 
gradual process and the listener's internal perception of subtle changes.

2. In the context of late Romanticism, Richard Wagner’s 'Tristan und Isolde' is cited as a pivotal moment 
in music history primarily due to its use of the ________ chord, which delayed harmonic resolution.

Answer: B) Tristan

The 'Tristan chord' (F-B-D#-G#) signaled a shift toward atonality by creating functional ambiguity that didn't resolve 
in a traditional sense for hours.

3. John Coltrane’s 'Giant Steps' is considered a landmark in music appreciation because it utilizes a 
unique harmonic cycle known as 'Coltrane Changes' that moves in major thirds, dividing the octave 
into three equal parts.

Answer: A) True

Coltrane Changes are a complex harmonic progression that requires high-level vertical improvisation, representing 
a peak in hard bop complexity.

4. When evaluating the 'Sonic Seasoning' effect in food psychology, which musical element is most 
likely to enhance the perception of bitterness in a culinary experience?

Answer: C) Low-pitched, dissonant brass textures

Cross-modal perception studies suggest that lower frequencies and dissonant timbres are synesthetically linked to 
bitter tastes.

5. The 20th-century movement known as ________, championed by composers like Arnold Schoenberg, 
sought to liberate music from the hierarchy of the tonic key using the twelve-tone technique.
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Answer: C) Serialism

Serialism (or dodecaphony) uses a 'tone row' to ensure all 12 notes of the chromatic scale are treated with equal 
importance, removing the 'home' key feeling.

6. The 'Griot' tradition in West African music serves purely as entertainment and lacks a formal 
structure for historical or genealogical preservation.

Answer: B) False

Griots are oral historians, praise singers, and diplomats; their music is a vital repository of cultural heritage and 
lineage.

7. Krzysztof Penderecki’s 'Threnody to the Victims of Hiroshima' (1960) utilizes which avant-garde 
technique to evoke a sense of visceral horror?

Answer: B) Sound masses and extended string techniques

Penderecki used tone clusters and unconventional playing methods (like bowing behind the bridge) to create 'sound 
masses' that transcend traditional melody.

8. When synthesizing the impact of the 'Motown Sound' on 1960s American culture, the role of the 
________—the uncredited studio band—is essential for understanding the label's consistent rhythmic 
identity.

Answer: B) Funk Brothers

The Funk Brothers were the studio musicians who played on more #1 hits than the Beatles, Elvis, and the Stones 
combined, creating the backbone of the Motown sound.

9. Which socio-political factor most directly influenced the development of 'Mento' music in early 
20th-century Jamaica?

Answer: B) The synthesis of British colonial folk songs and African rhythmic patterns

Mento is a progenitor of ska and reggae, emerging from the cultural syncretism of enslaved African traditions and 
European social dance music.

10. The use of 'Leitmotifs' in John Williams’ film scores is a direct application of programmatic tech-
niques originally developed by Richard Wagner.

Answer: A) True

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 3



Name: ________________ Date: ________________

A leitmotif is a recurring musical phrase associated with a specific person, place, or idea, a technique Williams adapted 
from 19th-century opera to enhance cinematic storytelling.
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