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Claim Your Stake: Westward Expansion Analysis for 7th Grade

Can you handle the grit of the frontier? Analyze 10 complex scenarios regarding the Gadsden Purchase, the
Pony Express, and the Mormon Trail.

1. Which 1853 land acquisition was primarily intended to facilitate the construction of a southern
transcontinental railroad route?

A. The Gadsden Purchase

B. The Adams-Onis Treaty

C. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

D. The Webster-Ashburton Treaty
2. Seeking religious freedom and isolation, Brigham Young led the ____ to the Great Salt Lake Valley in
1847.

A. Quakers

B. Mormons

C. Forty-Niners

D. Exodusters

3. True or False: The Pony Express stayed in operation for over twenty years as the primary method of
cross-country communication.

A. True

B. False

4. African Americans who migrated from the South to Kansas in the late 1870s to escape post-Recon-
struction violence were known as:

A. Buffalo Soldiers

B. Sodbusters

C. Exodusters

D. Mountain Men

5. Which invention by John Deere in 1837 allowed Midwestern farmers to cut through thick prairie sod
more effectively?

A. Mechanical Reaper

B. Steel Plow

C. Cotton Gin

D. Barbed Wire
6.The' Dispute’ between the U.S. and Britain was settled in 1846 by establishing the border at the
49th parallel.

A. Maine Boundary
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B. Texas Annexation
C. Oregon Territory
D. Alaska Purchase

7. True or False: Narcissa Whitman was one of the first white women to cross the Rocky Mountains via
the Oregon Trail.

A. True

B. False

8. Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce is most famous for:

A. Leading a successful 1,000-mile retreat toward Canada
B. Signing the Treaty of Fort Laramie

C. Infecting settlers with smallpox

D. Developing the Cherokee writing system

9.The ___ of 1848 ended the Mexican-American War and ceded over 500,000 square miles of territory
to the United States.

A. Treaty of Ghent

B. Convention of 1818

C. Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

D. Treaty of Paris

10. True or False: Levi Strauss significantly impacted the expansion era by inventing rugged denim
pants for miners in California.

A. True
B. False
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