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Loose Lips Sink Scripts: Advanced Idiomatics for University Scholars

Can you deconstruct the sociolinguistic layers of the 'swan song' or 'tilting at windmills'? Analyze the etymo-
logical roots and rhetorical functions of fossilized metaphors.

1. In the context of architectural history or professional ethics, if a structure is described as a 'white
elephant,’ what is being synthesized about its value?

A. Itrepresents a pristine, untouched example of classical design.

B. The asset's maintenance costs far outweigh its practical utility or financial return.

C. Itis arare and highly sought-after commodity in a competitive market.

D. The building has been repurposed for a use contrary to its original intent.

2. The expression 'to throw down the gauntlet’ originally functioned as a literal challenge to combat
within the socio-legal framework of medieval knighthood.

A. True

B. False
3. When a politician is accused of 'dog-whistle politics,’ they are intentionally utilizing language
that conveys a specific message to a subgroup while remaining innocuous to the general public.

A. Hyperbolic

B. Coded

C. Didactic

D. Pleonastic

4. Which idiosyncratic literary allusion best characterizes a person who obsessively pursues a goal that
is fundamentally illusory or based on a misinterpretation of reality?

A. Stealing fire from the gods

B. Crossing the Rubicon

C. Tilting at windmills

D. Opening a Pandora’s Box

5. In formal logic and debate, a speaker who creates a weak or distorted version of an opponent's
argument just to defeat it is said to be attacking a

A. Red Herring
B. Paper Tiger
C. Straw Man
D. Trojan Horse

6. The idiom 'the die is cast’ serves as a metaphorical acknowledgement that a decision has reached
the point of no return, historically attributed to Julius Caesar.

A. True
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B.

False

7. If a diplomat warns that a policy might 'open a Can of Worms,' they are employing a metaphor to
suggest that the action will:

A. Lead to a proliferation of small, manageable tasks.

B. Expose a hidden, organic growth within the bureaucracy.

C. Set off a cascade of complex, unforeseen, and unpleasant problems.

D. Provide the necessary 'bait' to lure an opponent into negotiations.
8. A 'pyrrhic victory' is a success that is ultimately damaging because the of achieving it were
too high.

A. Ethical compromises

B. Optical appearances

C. Logistic hurdles

D. Devastating costs

9. When a scholar refers to a 'shibboleth' in high-level discourse, they are identifying:

A.

B.
C.
D

A logical fallacy based on circular reasoning.

A custom or belief that distinguishes a particular group but may be outdated.
A literary device used to obscure the author's true intent.

A rhetorical shift from serious to comedic tone.

10. To 'gild the lily' implies to improve a flawed object until it reaches a state of perfection.

A.
B.

True
False
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