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Answer Key: Wrangle Recent History: A 5th Grade Modern US Quiz

Visualize how major events like the Hubble Telescope launch and the rise of social media transformed our 
daily lives and global connections.

1. In 1990, NASA launched the __________, which sent back amazing, clear photos of stars and galaxies 
from deep space.

Answer: B) Hubble Space Telescope

The Hubble Space Telescope was launched in 1990 and allowed scientists to see further into the universe than ever 
before without the blurry interference of Earth's atmosphere.

2. Sally Ride became the first American woman to travel into space in the year 1983.

Answer: A) True

As a physicist and astronaut, Sally Ride made history as the first U.S. woman in space, breaking barriers for future 
female scientists.

3. In the early 2000s, the creation of __________ changed how people communicate and share photos with 
friends online.

Answer: B) Social Media

Social media platforms like Facebook and YouTube emerged in the mid-2000s, revolutionizing how the world connects 
instantly.

4. Which major sports event did the United States host in Atlanta, Georgia, during the summer of 1996?

Answer: C) The Centennial Olympic Games

The 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta celebrated the 100th anniversary of the modern Olympic Games and brought 
athletes from all over the world to the U.S.

5. The __________ was a period in the 1970s and 80s when the U.S. and the Soviet Union competed in 
technology and influence without direct fighting.

Answer: B) Cold War
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The Cold War was a long period of tension between the U.S. and the Soviet Union that ended in the early 1990s as 
the Soviet Union broke apart.

6. The Apple iPhone, released in 2007, was one of the first devices to combine a phone, an internet 
browser, and a music player.

Answer: A) True

The iPhone's release is considered a major turning point in modern history because it made 'smartphones' a part of 
everyday life.

7. Who was the first woman to serve as the Vice President of the United States?

Answer: C) Kamala Harris

Kamala Harris made history in 2021 by becoming the first female, first African American, and first South Asian 
American Vice President.

8. During the 1970s, many Americans became more concerned about the environment, leading to the 
first celebration of __________.

Answer: B) Earth Day

The first Earth Day was held in 1970, marking the beginning of the modern environmental movement to protect our 
planet's air, water, and land.

9. In the 1990s, the 'World Wide Web' became available to the public, allowing people to visit websites 
for the first time.

Answer: A) True

While computers existed before, the 1990s was the decade the internet became a tool that regular families could use 
at home.

10. Which of these was a major challenge for the U.S. in the year 2005?

Answer: B) Hurricane Katrina

Hurricane Katrina was a massive storm that hit the Gulf Coast in 2005, leading to significant changes in how the 
government prepares for natural disasters.
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