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Answer Key: Vexing Verbs & Volatile Volcanoes: Collegiate Conjugation 
Quest
Navigate the treacherous terrain of archaic past participles and preterite shifts in this high-level morpholog-
ical analysis challenge.

1. In the context of the 'Great Vowel Shift' and its impact on Germanic strong verbs, which sentence 
correctly employs a rare past participle to denote a shift in state?

Answer: C) The researcher found that the sample had been molten for years.

While 'melted' is the standard past participle for the verb 'melt,' the archaic irregular form 'molten' survives specifically 
as an adjective or a participial adjective denoting a state (adjectival use) rather than the active verbal process.

2. Choose the most morphologically sophisticated irregular form to complete the forensic analysis: 
'Upon further review, the defendant’s credibility _______ under the weight of the cross-examination.'

Answer: B) shrank

'Shrank' is the correct simple past (preterite) form. While 'shrunken' exists, it is primarily used as an adjective (e.g., 'a 
shrunken head') or a past participle with 'had/have,' not as the simple past.

3. In formal academic prose, the verb 'benefit' is considered an irregular verb because its past tense 
can be spelled as either 'benefited' or 'benefitted' depending on the regional dialect (US vs. UK).

Answer: B) False

Irregularity refers to the change in the base form of the verb (like sing/sang). Spelling variations in suffix attachment 
(doubling consonants) do not make a regular verb irregular.

4. Which of the following sentences utilizes a 'zero-inflection' irregular verb within a complex condi-
tional structure correctly?

Answer: C) Once the price was bid, the auctioneer closed the bidding immediately.

'Bid' (in the context of an auction) is a zero-inflection verb where the present, past, and past participle are all 'bid.' 
Option B uses 'bade,' which is an alternative past tense for 'bid' meaning 'to command,' but 'bid' remains the superior 
example of zero-inflection in modern usage.

5. Identify the correct past participle for the verb 'tread' in a literary context: 'The path, _______ by 
generations of pilgrims, was now indistinguishable from the brush.'
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Answer: C) trodden

While 'trod' is the simple past, 'trodden' is the standard past participle used in passive voice and adjectival phrases 
in formal English.

6. Evaluate the use of the verb 'cleave.' Which sentence demonstrates the correct use of its divergent 
irregular past tense forms based on semantic meaning?

Answer: A) The butcher clove the bone in one strike, while the child cleaved to his mother.

'Cleave' is a contronym. To split's past forms are 'clove,' 'cleft,' or 'cleaved.' To adhere's past form is strictly 'cleaved.' 
Option A correctly selects 'clove' for splitting and 'cleaved' for adhering.

7. The distinction between ' hanged' and 'hung' is purely stylistic and can be used interchangeably in 
academic journals regardless of the subject being an object or a person.

Answer: B) False

In formal English, 'hanged' is the specific irregular variant used exclusively for execution by hanging, whereas 'hung' 
is used for all other instances of suspending objects.

8. Select the correct preterite form for a narrative detailing a historical conflict: 'The archers _______ their 
bows in unison as the cavalry charged.'

Answer: C) strung

'String' is an irregular verb that follows the i-u pattern (like sting/stung). The simple past and past participle are both 
'strung.'

9. Analyze the verb 'slay.' Which of the following represents the most appropriate past participle use 
in a formal discourse about mythology?

Answer: C) The narrative focus shifts after the protagonist had slain the antagonist.

'Slay' is highly irregular: slay (present), slew (past), and slain (past participle). 'Slain' is the required form after the 
auxiliary 'had.'

10. The verb 'dive' has moved toward regularity in American English with 'dived,' but 'dove' remains a 
common irregular alternative in many prestigious literary circles.

Answer: A) True
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This is true; 'dove' is actually a newer irregular form that developed by analogy with 'drive/drove,' and both 'dived' 
and 'dove' are accepted, though 'dived' is more common in British English.
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