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Dissecting the Ghost in the Machine: College-Level Character Analysis Quiz

Psychological depth, archetypal subversion, and unreliable narration—deconstruct complex motivations
within high-stakes literary scenarios.

1. When examining a character through a Lacanian lens, the 'Mirror Stage' is most relevant to analyzing
which aspect of their development?

A. The physical environment that shapes their sensory perception.

B. The formation of the 'I' through an external image and subsequent alienation.

C. The literal reflection of a character's morality in their antagonist.

D. The historical recurrence of the character's familial trauma.

2.Inrigorous literary evaluation, a character whose internal contradictions and evolution drive the
plot is defined as

A. A static archetype

B. Around character

C. Aflat protagonist

D. A stock caricature

3. Acharacter's 'hamartia' must strictly be a moral failing or a 'sin’ in the context of Aristotelian tragedy.

A. True
B. False

4. Which analytical framework would most emphasize the 'hegemonic structures' that limit a charac-
ter's agency within a 19th-century realist novel?

A. Formalism

B. New Criticism

C. Marxist Criticism

D. Reader-Response Theory

5. The use of 'Free Indirect Discourse' allows a narrator to while maintaining a third-person
perspective.

A. distance the reader from the character

B. adopt the character's internal voice

C. break the fourth wall entirely

D. spoil the resolution of the plot

6. In post-structuralist character analysis, the 'author' is considered the final authority on a character’s
true motivations and unconscious desires.

A. True
B. False
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7. A character who serves as a 'foil' to the protagonist is primarily utilized by the author to:
A. Provide comic relief during tense narrative shifts.
B. Synthesize the main themes through a neutral secondary perspective.
C. Highlight specific traits of the protagonist through contrast.
D. Act as areliable narrator when the protagonist is compromised.

8. When a character's epiphany occurs too late to avert catastrophe, the narrative structure is empha-
sizing the concept of

A. Anagnorisis

B. Peripeteia

C. Catharsis

D. Deus ex machina

9. The 'Unreliable Narrator' is a device that forces the reader to conduct a character analysis of the
speaker as well as the subjects they describe.

A. True
B. False

10. Which scenario best illustrates an 'Existential' character arc in modern literature?

A. A hero fulfilling a prophecy to restore a kingdom's rightful heir.

B. A character realizing their life is inherently meaningless and choosing to create their own values.
C. A protagonist overcoming a physical handicap through sheer force of will.

D. An antagonist seeking redemption through the intervention of a divine entity.
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