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Answer Key: Dissecting the Ghost in the Machine: College-Level Char-
acter Analysis Quiz
Psychological depth, archetypal subversion, and unreliable narration—deconstruct complex motivations 
within high-stakes literary scenarios.

1. When examining a character through a Lacanian lens, the 'Mirror Stage' is most relevant to analyzing 
which aspect of their development?

Answer: B) The formation of the 'I' through an external image and subsequent alienation.

Lacan's Mirror Stage describes the point where an infant recognizes its image, creating a sense of self that is 
fundamentally based on an external 'other,' leading to permanent alienation.

2. In rigorous literary evaluation, a character whose internal contradictions and evolution drive the 
plot is defined as ________.

Answer: B) A round character

E.M. Forster defined 'round' characters as those possessing psychological complexity and the capacity to surprise the 
reader in a convincing way.

3. A character's 'hamartia' must strictly be a moral failing or a 'sin' in the context of Aristotelian tragedy.

Answer: B) False

Hamartia is more accurately translated as a 'missing of the mark' or a tragic error in judgment, which may stem from 
ignorance or a virtue taken to an extreme rather than a moral vice.

4. Which analytical framework would most emphasize the 'hegemonic structures' that limit a charac-
ter's agency within a 19th-century realist novel?

Answer: C) Marxist Criticism

Marxist criticism focuses on the power dynamics, social class, and the economic/political structures (hegemony) that 
dictate a character's options and identity.

5. The use of 'Free Indirect Discourse' allows a narrator to ________ while maintaining a third-person 
perspective.

Answer: B) adopt the character's internal voice
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Free Indirect Discourse bridges the gap between third-person narration and first-person interiority, coloring the 
narration with the character's specific idioms and thoughts.

6. In post-structuralist character analysis, the 'author' is considered the final authority on a character’s 
true motivations and unconscious desires.

Answer: B) False

Post-structuralism, following Roland Barthes' 'The Death of the Author,' argues that meaning is generated by the 
reader and the text's interplay, not the author's intent.

7. A character who serves as a 'foil' to the protagonist is primarily utilized by the author to:

Answer: C) Highlight specific traits of the protagonist through contrast.

Foils are strategically placed characters whose qualities contrast with another character (usually the protagonist) to 
sharpen the reader's understanding of those traits.

8. When a character's epiphany occurs too late to avert catastrophe, the narrative structure is empha-
sizing the concept of ________.

Answer: A) Anagnorisis

Anagnorisis is the moment of critical discovery or recognition, transitioning from ignorance to knowledge; in tragedy, 
this often comes too late to stop the downfall.

9. The 'Unreliable Narrator' is a device that forces the reader to conduct a character analysis of the 
speaker as well as the subjects they describe.

Answer: A) True

Unreliability requires distributive analysis; the reader must evaluate the narrator's biases, mental state, or deceptive 
intent to reveal the 'true' narrative.

10. Which scenario best illustrates an 'Existential' character arc in modern literature?

Answer: B) A character realizing their life is inherently meaningless and choosing to create their own values.

Existentialist characters grapple with the 'absurd'—the lack of inherent meaning in the universe—and find agency 
through the subjective creation of purpose.

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 2


