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Ancient Roots, Modern Minds: Sophomore Vocabulary Challenge

Can you decode the DNA of the English language? Analyze how morphemic synthesis shapes complex 
secondary-level academic and scientific terminology.

1. In the context of sociological research, if a society is described as 'patriarchal,' which root-based 
definition best explains its structure?

A. Ruled by the common people (dem-)
B. Structured around father figures or male lineage (pater-)
C. Governed by ancient traditional laws (archae-)
D. Organized by geographic boundaries (chor-)

2. The candidate's ________ speech was designed to appeal to the emotions of the crowd rather than their 
logic.

A. Neologism
B. Demagogic
C. Monochromatic
D. Anthropomorphic

3. The prefix 'ana-' in the word 'anachronism' serves to indicate that something is 'against' or 'out of' 
its proper chronological time.

A. True
B. False

4. Consider the word 'equanimity.' How do the prefix and root work together to create its meaning 
during a crisis?

A. Equi- (equal) + anim (mind/spirit) = evenness of mind
B. Equi- (horse) + anim (life) = animal-like speed
C. Equi- (equal) + ity (state of) = a state of fairness
D. E- (out) + quan (quantity) = a large amount of spirit

5. A philosopher who argues that all knowledge is derived from human experience might be described 
as a proponent of ________.

A. Polytheism
B. Anthropocentrism
C. Empiricism
D. Geocentrism

6. Which word utilizes a suffix that transforms a verb into a noun representing a state or quality?
A. Amplify
B. Belligerently
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C. Resilience
D. Synthesize

7. In the term 'circumnavigate,' the prefix 'circum-' means 'through' or 'across.'
A. True
B. False

8. The ________ nature of the virus made it difficult for scientists to predict its next mutation.
A. Immutable
B. Protean
C. Amorphous
D. Synchronous

9. If a doctor is discussing 'subcutaneous' fat, where is that fat located based on the morphemes 
present?

A. Beside the muscle
B. Above the bone
C. Under the skin
D. Within the cells

10. The word 'misanthrope' combines 'mis-' (hatred) and 'anthro' (humanity) to describe someone who 
avoids human society.

A. True
B. False
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