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Answer Key: Nail Your Narrative and Beyond: 6th Grade Essay Essen-
tials Quiz

Can you distinguish a data-driven report from a vivid travelogue? Practice identifying the core purposes and 
structures of standard essay forms.

1. Imagine you are writing an essay for your school newspaper about the day the local animal shelter 
had a surprise visit from a famous athlete. Which essay type would you use to tell this story?

Answer: B) Narrative

Narrative essays are designed to tell stories or recount specific chronological events using a beginning, middle, and 
end.

2. A descriptive essay focuses primarily on sharing facts and statistics about a specific scientific 
process.

Answer: B) False

False. Descriptive essays focus on sensory details and imagery, while sharing facts about scientific processes is the 
purpose of an expository essay.

3. A student writes an essay meant to change the reader’s mind about a new school lunch policy. This 
is known as a ________ essay.

Answer: C) Persuasive

Persuasive writing specifically aims to convince the audience to adopt a certain viewpoint or take action.

4. Which of these topics would best fit an expository essay for a 6th-grade science class?

Answer: C) A step-by-step explanation of how a volcano erupts

Expository essays are meant to inform or explain a topic objectively using logical steps and facts.

5. The main goal of a ________ essay is to paint a vivid picture in the reader's mind using descriptors like 
'crisp,' 'rushing,' and 'golden.'

Answer: C) Descriptive
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Descriptive essays rely on sensory language to help readers visualize a person, place, or object.

6. An argumentative essay usually includes a claim supported by evidence and may acknowledge a 
counterargument.

Answer: A) True

True. Argumentative writing is formal and uses logic and evidence to support a claim, often looking at both sides of 
an issue.

7. If you are writing about the sounds, smells, and sights of a local farmers' market without telling a 
story or taking a side, you are writing a:

Answer: B) Descriptive essay

By focusing solely on sensory details (sights, smells, sounds), the essay fits the descriptive category.

8. In a 6th-grade transition essay about 'How My Life Changed After Elementary School,' the author is 
most likely writing a ________ essay.

Answer: A) Narrative

Reflecting on personal change and experiences over time is a hallmark of narrative writing.

9. The primary goal of an expository essay is to entertain the reader with a fictional plot.

Answer: B) False

False. Expository essays are non-fiction and aim to inform or explain, not to provide fictional entertainment.

10. Identify the essay type: 'An essay comparing the lives of two famous inventors, Thomas Edison and 
Nikola Tesla, focusing on their actual inventions and dates.'

Answer: B) Expository

This is an expository essay because it is presenting factual information and comparing subjects without trying to 
persuade or tell a personal story.
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