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Sixth Grade Master of Musical Mechanics Quiz

Evaluate how composers manipulate rhythmic displacement, polyphony, and tonal color to evoke specific 
emotional responses and structure complex auditory narratives.

1. In a complex orchestral work, if a composer wants to create a sense of 'ordered chaos' by having 
multiple independent melodies play simultaneously, which texture are they utilizing?

A. Monophony
B. Homophony
C. Polyphony
D. Heterophony

2. A 'diminuendo' specifically instructs a performer to gradually increase the tempo of a musical 
passage to build tension.

A. True
B. False

3. When a jazz drummer intentionally accents the 'off-beats' or weak beats in a measure to create a 
rhythmic surprise, the technique is known as ________.

A. Sustenance
B. Sequence
C. Syncopation
D. Staccato

4. Analyze the role of 'Timbre.' If a composer switches a melody from an Oboe to a Muted Trumpet, 
what is the primary change they are making to the listener's experience?

A. The pitch level (frequency) of the notes
B. The rhythmic duration of the phrases
C. The harmonic progression of the chords
D. The 'color' or tonal quality of the sound

5. The term 'Rubato' refers to a performer's ability to flexibly stretch or tighten the tempo for expres-
sive purposes, disregarding a strict metronomic beat.

A. True
B. False

6. In a standard 4/4 time signature, a 'Meter' is defined by the grouping of pulses into recurring patterns 
of ________ and weak beats.

A. Silent
B. Harmonic
C. Strong
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D. Melodic

7. Which of these scenarios best demonstrates a 'Crescendo' paired with an 'Accelerando'?
A. A soft flute solo that slows down into a final long note.
B. A marching band getting louder while simultaneously marching faster.
C. An electric guitar getting quieter as the drummer speeds up.
D. A choir singing a high note and then suddenly dropping to a whisper.

8. If a melody is played against a series of dissonant chords that create 'tension' requiring a 'resolution,' 
the composer is focusing on the element of ________.

A. Dynamics
B. Harmony
C. Tempo
D. Timbre

9. An 'Ostinato' is a short melodic or rhythmic pattern that is constantly repeated throughout a section 
of music.

A. True
B. False

10. Evaluate the following: If a piece of music is described as 'Andante' with 'Pianissimo' dynamics, what 
is the most likely mood intended by the composer?

A. A frantic, aggressive chase scene
B. A triumphant and loud celebration
C. A walking-paced, very quiet and delicate moment
D. A very fast and energetic dance
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