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Answer Key: Geopolitical Chess: Checkmate Your Rivals in 9th Grade

Can you out-maneuver a superpower? Analyze the strategic importance of maritime chokepoints and the 
environmental impact on global power dynamics.

1. The 'Rimland Theory' by Nicholas Spykman suggests that control over which geographic area is most 
vital for global dominance?

Answer: B) The coastal fringes of Eurasia, including maritime access

Spykman argued that the Rimland (coastal regions) was more critical than the Heartland because it allowed for both 
land and sea power, facilitating global trade and military reach.

2. A landlocked state like Bolivia is at a geopolitical disadvantage because it lacks sovereign access to 
global maritime trade routes.

Answer: A) True

Geopolitically, being landlocked increases dependency on neighboring countries for trade and transit through their 
territory, often hindering economic and strategic autonomy.

3. The Bab-el-Mandeb is a critical ______ that connects the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden.

Answer: B) Chokepoint

A chokepoint is a narrow geographic feature where traffic can be easily obstructed or controlled, making it a 
high-stakes location in international politics and shipping.

4. In the context of 'Shatterbelts,' why is the Balkan Peninsula historically significant in geopolitics?

Answer: C) It is caught between the competing spheres of influence of major powers

A shatterbelt is a region where local conflicts are exacerbated by the competing political and strategic interests of 
larger external powers, as seen in the Balkans.

5. The African Union's attempt to create a unified economic zone is an example of ______ overcoming 
national borders.

Answer: B) Supranationalism
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Supranationalism occurs when multiple states organize into an alliance or body for shared economic or political 
goals, often sacrificing some level of individual sovereignty.

6. Which geographic factor most contributed to the United Kingdom's historical perception of 'Splendid 
Isolation' during the 19th century?

Answer: B) The English Channel as a physical barrier

The English Channel provided a natural maritime defense that allowed Britain to avoid entanglement in continental 
European land wars while focusing on naval dominance.

7. The concept of 'Lebensraum' was a geopolitical theory used to justify territorial expansion based on 
the need for 'living space' for a nation's population.

Answer: A) True

Originating from Friedrich Ratzel's organic theory of states, Lebensraum was later misappropriated to justify aggres-
sive territorial expansion during the 20th century.

8. The 'Great Game' of the 19th century was a geopolitical competition between Britain and Russia 
primarily over the control of ______.

Answer: A) Central Asia

The 'Great Game' referred to the strategic rivalry between the British Empire and the Russian Empire for supremacy 
in Central Asia and the approaches to India.

9. Which of these best describes a 'Forward Capital' in a geopolitical context?

Answer: B) A city relocated to a peripheral area to integrate territory or signal resolve

Examples like Brasília (Brazil) or Islamabad (Pakistan) are forward capitals designed to assert presence in underde-
veloped or contested regions.

10. High-altitude plateau regions, such as the Tibetan Plateau, are irrelevant to geopolitics because 
they are largely uninhabitable.

Answer: B) False

Plateaus like Tibet are geopolitically vital as 'water towers'—controlling the headwaters of major rivers that support 
billions of people in downstream nations.
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