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Answer Key: Third Grade Sound Safari Elements Quiz

Students identify instrument voices, track rhythmic patterns, and analyze volume changes to understand how 
composers build musical stories.

1. If you hear a musician playing a flute and then a musician playing a tuba, you can tell them apart 
because they have different:

Answer: B) Timbre

Timbre is the unique 'tone color' or quality of a sound that lets us distinguish one instrument from another.

2. A composer wants a song to sound like a slow, sleepy turtle. They should choose a _______ tempo.

Answer: B) Largo

Largo is a musical term for a very slow pace, which fits the energy of a slow-moving animal.

3. True or False: Rhythm is the part of the music you can hum, while melody is the backbone beat you 
clap to.

Answer: B) False

This is false; melody is the sequence of notes we hum (the tune), while rhythm is the pattern of beats we clap.

4. Imagine a drummer playing a steady pattern of 'Ta, Ta, Ti-Ti, Ta.' Which element of music is the 
drummer primary focused on?

Answer: C) Rhythm

Rhythm is the arrangement of sounds and silences in time, which is represented by beat patterns like 'Ta' and 'Ti-Ti'.

5. When a whole choir sings different notes at the same time to make a beautiful, full sound, they are 
creating _______.

Answer: A) Harmony

Harmony occurs when two or more notes are played or sung at the same time to support the melody.

6. True or False: Dynamics refer to how loud or soft the music is played.
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Answer: A) True

Dynamics describe the volume of the sound, using terms like piano (soft) and forte (loud).

7. Which change helps make a piece of music sound more exciting and energetic?

Answer: C) Increasing the tempo to Allegro

Increasing the tempo (speed) of a song usually makes the listener feel more energy and excitement.

8. If a song starts very softly and gradually gets louder, it is using a _______.

Answer: B) Crescendo

A crescendo is a specific dynamic change where the volume builds from soft to loud.

9. True or False: Every musical instrument has the exact same timbre.

Answer: B) False

Instruments have unique timbres; for example, a guitar sounds 'bright' while a cello sounds 'mellow' or 'dark'.

10. When you recognize the 'tune' of a song like 'Happy Birthday,' even if it is played on different 
instruments, you are recognizing the:

Answer: B) Melody

The melody is the main sequence of notes that makes a song recognizable as a specific tune.
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