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Sleuth of the Source: A 9th Grade Research & Citation Quest

Can you spot a credible claim in a sea of digital noise? Synthesize complex data and master the mechanics of 
ethical scholarship.

1. When researching the ethical implications of CRISPR gene editing, which source provides the highest 
level of scholarly rigor for a 9th-grade academic paper?

A. A viral thread on social media summarizing recent medical breakthroughs.
B. A peer-reviewed article from the 'Journal of Bioethical Inquiry'.
C. A personal blog post by a medical student sharing their opinion.
D. A 2015 encyclopedia entry on the general history of DNA.

2. True or False: Using a 'Common Knowledge' exception means you do not need to cite a specific 
statistic if it is related to a well-known historical event like World War II.

A. True
B. False

3. In MLA 9th Edition style, when a source has three or more authors, the in-text citation should use 
the first author's last name followed by the Latin abbreviation _______.

A. and others
B. ibid.
C. et al.
D. sic

4. You are synthesizing information about the Harlem Renaissance. What is the primary purpose of a 
'Synthesis Matrix' during your research phase?

A. To list the birth and death dates of every author you found.
B. To organize themes across multiple sources to identify patterns or contradictions.
C. To automatically generate a Works Cited page in alphabetical order.
D. To check your final essay for potential spelling and grammar errors.

5. If you are evaluating the 'Currency' of a source regarding the current geopolitical climate in the 
Arctic, which publication date would likely be the most problematic?

A. January 2024
B. December 2022
C. May 2011
D. Updated 3 days ago

6. True or False: If you rewrite a paragraph from a source in your own words (paraphrasing), you are no 
longer required to provide an in-text citation.

A. True
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B. False

7. The 'C' in the CRAAP test for evaluating sources stands for _______, which refers to the timeliness of 
the information.

A. Credibility
B. Currency
C. Complexity
D. Citation

8. Which of the following describes a 'Lateral Reading' strategy when checking the reliability of an 
unknown organization's website?

A. Read the 'About Us' page on their website thoroughly.
B. Check the website for professional-looking logos and high-quality images.
C. Leave the website and search for what other reputable sources say about the organization.
D. Scroll to the bottom to see if the copyright date is current.

9. In a Works Cited entry for a digital newspaper article, the name of the publication (e.g., The New York 
Times) should always be _______.

A. Bolded
B. Underlined
C. Italicized
D. Put in quotation marks

10. True or False: Using AI-generated text in a research paper without disclosure is considered a form 
of academic dishonesty similar to plagiarism.

A. True
B. False
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