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Lexical Sophistication: High-Stakes Vocab and Global Diplomacy for 9th Grade

Semantic nuance, contextual precision, and orthographic accuracy. This assessment targets synthesis and 
analysis through rigorous application in geopolitical narratives.

1. In a diplomatic communique, a nation is described as 'sovereign.' Which synonym provides the most 
precise nuance regarding its political independence?

A. Autonomous
B. Gargantuan
C. Venerated
D. Subordinate

2. The ambassador's speech was designed to ______ the rising tensions between the two border regions.
A. Aggravate
B. Mitigate
C. Exacerbate
D. Agitate

3. The words 'discreet' (meaning cautious or unobtrusive) and 'discrete' (meaning separate or distinct) 
are examples of homophones.

A. True
B. False

4. Choose the most appropriate word to complete the sentence: 'The ______ of the ancient temple was 
a sacred ______ for the nomadic tribes.'

A. Site / Sight
B. Cite / Site
C. Site / Rite
D. Slight / Site

5. Identify the antonym for 'Ephemeral' in the context of a permanent historical monument.
A. Fleeting
B. Transient
C. Enduring
D. Evanescent

6. In the sentence 'The counsel for the defense offered wise council,' the homophones 'counsel' and 
'council' are used correctly.

A. True
B. False
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7. Which set of words represents an increasingly 'intense' synonym gradient for the word 'dislike'?
A. Aversion, Abhorrence, Loathing
B. Preference, Fondness, Adoration
C. Apathy, Indifference, Neutrality
D. Apprehension, Fear, Terror

8. If a writer wants to emphasize that a character is 'stubborn' in a positive, heroic light, they should 
use the synonym ______.

A. Obstinate
B. Pigheaded
C. Dogged
D. Muleish

9. The detective found the evidence 'equivocal.' What is the direct antonym for this finding?
A. Ambiguous
B. Unambiguous
C. Vague
D. Obscure

10. Using the word 'capital' to refer to a city and 'capitol' to refer to a building makes them homophones.
A. True
B. False
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