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Answer Key: Lexical Sophistication: High-Stakes Vocab and Global 
Diplomacy for 9th Grade

Semantic nuance, contextual precision, and orthographic accuracy. This assessment targets synthesis and 
analysis through rigorous application in geopolitical narratives.

1. In a diplomatic communique, a nation is described as 'sovereign.' Which synonym provides the most 
precise nuance regarding its political independence?

Answer: A) Autonomous

Autonomous is a precise synonym for sovereign, emphasizing the right or condition of self-government in a political 
context.

2. The ambassador's speech was designed to ______ the rising tensions between the two border regions.

Answer: B) Mitigate

Mitigate is the correct choice here as it means to make something less severe or painful; it acts as an antonym to 
'aggravate' or 'exacerbate' in this context.

3. The words 'discreet' (meaning cautious or unobtrusive) and 'discrete' (meaning separate or distinct) 
are examples of homophones.

Answer: A) True

True; they sound identical but have different spellings and distinct meanings, which is the definition of a homophone.

4. Choose the most appropriate word to complete the sentence: 'The ______ of the ancient temple was 
a sacred ______ for the nomadic tribes.'

Answer: C) Site / Rite

'Site' refers to a building location, while 'Rite' refers to a religious ceremony or act. 'Sight' (vision) does not fit the 
second blank as logically.

5. Identify the antonym for 'Ephemeral' in the context of a permanent historical monument.

Answer: C) Enduring
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'Ephemeral' means lasting for a very short time. 'Enduring' is its direct opposite, meaning long-lasting or permanent.

6. In the sentence 'The counsel for the defense offered wise council,' the homophones 'counsel' and 
'council' are used correctly.

Answer: B) False

False. Typically, it should be 'The counsel (lawyer) offered wise counsel (advice),' or 'The council (committee) offered 
advice.' In this specific construction, the second word is swapped.

7. Which set of words represents an increasingly 'intense' synonym gradient for the word 'dislike'?

Answer: A) Aversion, Abhorrence, Loathing

Aversion, abhorrence, and loathing all mean dislike but increase in emotional intensity and depth of feeling.

8. If a writer wants to emphasize that a character is 'stubborn' in a positive, heroic light, they should 
use the synonym ______.

Answer: C) Dogged

While all options mean stubborn, 'dogged' has a positive connotation of persistence and grit, whereas the others are 
typically pejorative.

9. The detective found the evidence 'equivocal.' What is the direct antonym for this finding?

Answer: B) Unambiguous

'Equivocal' means open to more than one interpretation (uncertain). 'Unambiguous' means not open to more than 
one interpretation (certain/clear).

10. Using the word 'capital' to refer to a city and 'capitol' to refer to a building makes them homophones.

Answer: A) True

True. They are pronounced exactly the same but have different spellings and specific meanings.
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