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Unmasking the Suspect: A Forensic Character Analysis Quiz for College Classes

Students dissect literary blueprints to identify protagonists, antagonists, and static tropes while evaluating 
how baseline traits shape complex narrative arcs.

1. Which term describes a character who undergoes a significant internal change or growth throughout 
a story?

A. Static character
B. Dynamic character
C. Flat character
D. Stock character

2. A character's physical appearance is the only factor used to conduct a comprehensive character 
analysis.

A. True
B. False

3. The main character who drives the plot forward is typically referred to as the ________.
A. Antagonist
B. Foil
C. Protagonist
D. Confidant

4. What is the primary function of a 'foil' character in literature?
A. To provide comic relief during tragic scenes
B. To act as the narrator of the story
C. To highlight specific traits of the protagonist by contrast
D. To resolve the primary conflict of the plot

5. Which method of characterization occurs when the author describes a character's traits through 
their speech and actions rather than telling the reader directly?

A. Direct characterization
B. Omniscient narration
C. Indirect characterization
D. Archetypal branding

6. A 'flat character' is usually complex and possesses many different, sometimes contradictory, person-
ality traits.

A. True
B. False
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7. The force or character that opposes the protagonist and creates conflict is known as the ________.
A. Anti-hero
B. Antagonist
C. Messenger
D. Shadow

8. In character analysis, what does the 'STEAL' acronym stand for?
A. Speech, Thoughts, Effect on others, Actions, Looks
B. Setting, Theme, Energy, Atmosphere, Language
C. Style, Tone, Elements, Alliteration, Logic
D. Stories, Tales, Epics, Anecdotes, Legends

9. A character who stays the same from the beginning to the end of a story is called a ________ character.
A. Dynamic
B. Round
C. Static
D. Linear

10. Internal conflict refers to a struggle between a character and an outside force, such as nature or 
society.

A. True
B. False
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