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Answer Key: Arsenal of Democracy: High-Stakes WWII 6th Grade Quiz

Evaluate the logistical triumphs and ethical dilemmas of the American war effort, using primary source
analysis to prepare student historians for high-level research.

1. The Double V Campaign was a critical movement led by the Pittsburgh Courier. What were the dual
'victories' it aimed to achieve simultaneously?

Answer: B) Victory over fascism abroad and victory over racial discrimination at home

The Double V Campaign highlighted the hypocrisy of fighting for freedom abroad while African Americans faced Jim
Crow laws and segregation within the United States.

2. Executive Order 9066, which led to the forced relocation of over 110,000 Japanese Americans, was
justified by the Supreme Court in Korematsu v. United States as a 'military necessity.'

Answer: A) True

In 1944, the Supreme Court ruled that the detention was a legal response to the 'emergency and peril' of war, though
this was later widely criticized as a violation of civil liberties.

3. General George Marshall served as the Chief of Staff of the Army, but who was the pioneering woman
that led the Women's Army Corps (WAC)?

Answer: C) Oveta Culp Hobby

Director Oveta Culp Hobby commanded the WAC, which allowed women to serve in non-combat roles, a significant
shift in military structure and gender roles.

4. The Manhattan Project was a top-secret endeavor centered in Los Alamos. What was the primary
ethical concern discussed by the scientists who signed the Szilard Petition?

Answer: B) Whether the weapon should be used on Japan without a prior demonstration

The Szilard Petition was a plea from scientists arguing that the atomic bomb’s power was so great that Japan should
be given a chance to surrender before it was deployed on civilians.

5. The Navajo Code Talkers were vital to the war effort because their language was an unwritten,
complex code that the Axis powers were never able to decipher.

Answer: A) True
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The Navajo language's unique syntax and lack of a written form made it an unbreakable code, particularly effective
during the amphibious assaults in the Pacific.

6. Analyze the significance of the 1943 Zoot Suit Riots in Los Angeles. What did these events reveal
about the American home front?

Answer: B) Tensions between servicemen and Mexican-American youth regarding patriotism and resources

The Zoot Suit Riots exposed deep-seated racial prejudices and social friction, even as the country claimed to be
fighting for democratic ideals abroad.

7. In the Pacific, the U.S. implemented a strategy of bypassing heavily fortified islands to seize lightly
defended ones with airfields. This was known as

Answer: B) Island Hopping

Island Hopping (or Leapfrogging) allowed the U.S. to advance toward mainland Japan while minimizing casualties by
avoiding strongholds like Rabaul.

8. At the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, what was the primary goal of the United States and its allies
regarding the post-war world?

Answer: B) To establish a global financial system to prevent another economic collapse

The Bretton Woods Conference established the IMF and World Bank, reflecting the U.S. desire to lead a stable,
interconnected global economy after the war.

9. While many are familiar with the Tuskegee Airmen, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team was unique
because it was composed almost entirely of

Answer: B) Japanese-American soldiers

The 442nd was a highly decorated unit of Nisei (second-generation Japanese Americans) who fought heroically in
Europe despite their families being held in internment camps.

10. The 'Bracero Program' was an agreement between the U.S. and Mexico to bring millions of Mexican
laborers to the U.S. to solve the wartime labor shortage in agriculture.

Answer: A) True

Started in 1942, the program was essential for maintaining the U.S. food supply while many American farmworkers
were serving in the military.
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