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Answer Key: Aesthetic Alchemy: Soundtrack & Style 9th Grade Quiz

Sophomores analyze the semiotics of subcultures, tracing how David Bowie's personas and French New Wave 
cinema redefined global identity markers.

1. Which 1970s subculture utilized 'Pinking' (tearing clothes) and safety pins as a semiotic rejection of 
mainstream consumerism and the UK economic crisis?

Answer: B) Punk Rock

Punk fashion was a form of 'bricolage,' where everyday objects were repurposed to signal a radical break from 
traditional social expectations and economic despair.

2. The concept of 'Androgyny' in 1970s pop culture was spearheaded by __________, who used the persona 
‘Ziggy Stardust’ to challenge binary gender norms.

Answer: B) David Bowie

David Bowie’s performative personas blended masculine and feminine aesthetics, paving the way for modern 
discussions on gender fluidity in fashion and media.

3. Jean-Luc Godard’s film 'Breathless' (1960) influenced fashion by popularizing the 'Rive Gauche' or Left 
Bank bohemian look, characterized by effortless, non-conformist styles.

Answer: A) True

The French New Wave (Nouvelle Vague) prioritized realism and youth spontaneity, which translated into a global 
trend of stripped-back, intellectual chic.

4. How did the 1990s 'Heroin Chic' aesthetic in high fashion represent a departure from the 1980s 'Power 
Dressing' era?

Answer: C) It embraced a nihilistic, waif-like look reflecting the Grunge music movement.

The shift toward a more raw, disheveled look mirrored the anti-corporate sentiment found in Seattle's Grunge music 
scene and artists like Nirvana.

5. The 1920s 'Flapper' trend was not just a fashion choice; it was a socio-political statement following 
the passage of the _________ in the United States.

Answer: C) 19th Amendment (Women's Suffrage)

Powered by sheetworks Page 1 of 2



Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Shortened hemlines and bobs symbolized the 'New Woman's' freedom and newfound political agency following the 
right to vote.

6. The rise of 1960s 'Mod' culture in London was deeply tied to the popularity of Italian motor scooters 
and R&B music.

Answer: A) True

Modernists (Mods) focused on tailor-made suits and sharp aesthetics as a way for working-class youth to claim a 
sophisticated social status.

7. Which film is credited with reviving the '1950s Americana' aesthetic during the 1970s, leading to a 
retro-trend in high school fashion?

Answer: B) American Graffiti

George Lucas's 'American Graffiti' (1973) sparked a massive nostalgia wave for letterman jackets and classic cars, 
influencing later shows like Happy Days.

8. In the late 2010s, the term _________ emerged to describe the intersection of high-fashion aesthetics 
with outdoor, functional gear like North Face and Patagonia.

Answer: C) Gorpcore

Gorpcore (Good Old Raisins and Peanuts) reflects a societal shift toward 'utilitarian chic' and a desire to appear 
adventurous in a digital age.

9. The 'Harajuku' style, popularized globally in the early 2000s, originated as a protest against Japan's 
strict social uniforms and corporate culture.

Answer: A) True

The district became a hub for 'Fruits' fashion, where young people combined traditional Japanese attire with Western 
punk and lolita styles to express individuality.

10. How did the 1977 film 'Saturday Night Fever' impact the global music industry and fashion?

Answer: B) It turned Disco into a mainstream commercial juggernaut and popularized polyester 'leisure suits'.

The film’s soundtrack and visual style moved Disco from niche underground clubs into the global spotlight, defining 
the late 70s aesthetic.
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