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Dissect Dialectics: A 12th Grade Lexical Precision Quiz

Seniors synthesize nuanced diction by analyzing semantic shifts in philosophy and classic literature to refine 
academic writing and rhetorical analysis skills.

1. In Virginia Woolf's 'Mrs. Dalloway,' the interior monologue often shifts between the 'transitory' 
nature of thought and the 'enduring' structure of Big Ben. Identify the relationship between 'transitory' 
and its potential synonym in a high-level academic context.

A. Ephemeral
B. Perpetual
C. Vicarious
D. Immutable

2. The diplomat’s speech was carefully crafted to be ______; while he appeared to support the treaty, his 
words actually undermined its foundational principles.

A. Specious
B. Forthright
C. Veracious
D. Pellucid

3. True or False: In legal and philosophical discourse, the homophones 'compliment' and 'complement' 
are interchangeable because they both denote a positive addition to a person or system.

A. True
B. False

4. Consider the term 'laconic' used to describe a character's dialogue. Which of the following words 
serves as the most precise antonym, accounting for both volume and complexity of speech?

A. Reticent
B. Garrulous
C. Succinct
D. Taciturn

5. The ______ of the cathedral provided a somber backdrop for the evening's ______, a traditional ceremony 
marking the passage of the solstice.

A. Altar / Alter
B. Nave / Knave
C. Aisle / Isle
D. Rite / Right

6. True or False: In the context of political theory, 'partisan' can be considered a contextual synonym 
for 'bi-partisan' when discussing the unity of a legislative body.
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A. True
B. False

7. In Milton's 'Paradise Lost,' the architecture of Pandemonium is described as 'stately.' Which synonym 
would best elevate the description to reflect the 'sublime'—a key 18th-century aesthetic concept?

A. August
B. Common
C. Gaudy
D. Trivial

8. While the protagonist's motives were initially ______, the final chapter reveals they were actually ______; 
this shift from transparency to opacity defines the novel's structure.

A. Opaque / Murky
B. Lucid / Enigmatic
C. Vague / Ambiguous
D. Obscure / Clear

9. Which set of homophones requires the most careful distinction in a thesis paper regarding the 
'stationary' nature of social hierarchies versus the 'stationery' used by the bureaucracy that enforces 
them?

A. Principal / Principle
B. Complement / Compliment
C. Stationary / Stationery
D. Discreet / Discrete

10. True or False: The word 'enervate' is a synonym for 'energize' because the prefix 'e-' indicates an 
outward flowing of power.

A. True
B. False
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