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Answer Key: Geopolitical Ripples: 7th Grade Global Events Analysis Quiz

Analyze the systemic impact of soft power, maritime trade disruptions, and digital ethics in this investigation 
of contemporary global dynamics.

1. A nation increases its global influence through 'soft power' by funding international student ex-
change programs and exporting its cinema. Which of the following best analyzes the intent of this 
strategy?

Answer: B) To shape international preferences through cultural appeal rather than coercion

Soft power is a sociological and political concept where a country influences others through culture, values, and 
diplomacy rather than military or economic force.

2. True or False: If an international court issues a ruling on deep-sea mining rights, that ruling is 
primarily considered a 'local issue' because it only affects the specific mineral site.

Answer: B) False

International court rulings regarding global commons like deep-sea mining are international issues because they set 
legal precedents that affect multiple nations and global ecology.

3. When a major canal experiences a blockage that halts 12% of global trade, economists analyze the 
__________ effect, where a single localized event triggers a chain reaction of supply shortages worldwide.

Answer: B) Domino

The domino effect (or ripple effect) describes how interconnected global systems mean a crisis in one segment 
impacts the entire network.

4. A journalist writes a report on a new technology tax but only interviews the CEOs of tech companies 
and excludes comments from consumer rights groups. This is an example of:

Answer: C) Bias by selection of sources

Bias by selection of sources occurs when a reporter includes only one side of an issue, preventing a comprehensive 
understanding of the event.

5. True or False: Predictive AI algorithms used in social media feeds can create 'echo chambers' that 
influence current events by reinforcing a user's existing political beliefs.
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Answer: A) True

Algorithms often prioritize content that matches a user's previous behavior, which can limit exposure to diverse 
viewpoints and polarize public opinion.

6. Analyzing how a drought in Southeast Asia affects the price of electronics in Europe is a study of 
__________, or the way nations rely on one another for resources and markets.

Answer: B) Interdependence

Interdependence refers to the mutual reliance between countries, particularly regarding trade and environmental 
stability.

7. Which of these scenarios represents a 'grassroots' movement affecting a national current event?

Answer: C) Local students organizing a nationwide walkout to demand climate legislation

Grassroots movements start with ordinary people at the local level rather than being handed down from traditional 
power structures.

8. True or False: Satire and parody news sites are considered reliable primary sources for analyzing the 
factual causes of international conflicts.

Answer: B) False

Satire and parody are creative works intended for humor or social commentary and do not adhere to factual reporting 
standards.

9. A city trial testing 'Universal Basic Income' for its residents is primarily categorized as a __________ 
current event, though it may provide data for national policy debate.

Answer: B) Local

Despite its broader implications, a trial occurring within a specific city's jurisdiction is handled as a local issue.

10. When evaluating the credibility of a social media post about a global health crisis, which action 
provides the strongest verification?

Answer: C) Cross-referencing the claims with data from peer-reviewed scientific journals

Lateral reading and cross-referencing with established, expert-vetted sources is the gold standard for verifying 
complex information.
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