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Answer Key: Subtle Syntax: Sophisticated Adverb Search for 9th Grade

Can words alter the entire mood of a narrative? Analyze nuanced modifiers in literature to sharpen rhetorical 
analysis skills during your next grammar bell-ringer.

1. In the sentence, 'The protagonist cautiously navigated the labyrinthine corridors of the derelict 
manor,' what specific information does the adverb provide?

Answer: B) It describes the manner in which the movement occurred.

'Cautiously' is an adverb of manner that explains how the action of navigating was performed, establishing a tense 
mood.

2. In the phrase 'an exceptionally poignant soliloquy,' the word 'exceptionally' functions as an adverb 
of degree modifying an adjective.

Answer: A) True

Adverbs of degree often modify adjectives to show intensity; here, 'exceptionally' enhances the adjective 'poignant'.

3. Which of the following adverbs of frequency would best emphasize a character's consistent reliability 
in a narrative? 'He ______ arrived before the first bell tolled.'

Answer: C) invariably

'Invariably' is a sophisticated adverb of frequency meaning 'always' or 'without fail,' reinforcing the theme of 
reliability.

4. Identify the conjunctive adverb used to show contrast in this sentence: 'The empirical evidence 
supported the hypothesis; nevertheless, the board refused to fund the mission.'

Answer: C) Nevertheless

'Nevertheless' is a conjunctive adverb used to transition between two independent clauses while indicating a 
contradiction or contrast.

5. In a rhetorical analysis of a speech, which adverb would most precisely describe a speaker moving 
from one point to the next in a logical sequence? 'The orator ______ transitioned to the economic 
implications.'

Answer: B) subsequently
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'Subsequently' is an adverb of time that denotes a chronological or logical following, common in formal academic 
writing.

6. In the sentence 'The scientist looked upward at the solar eclipse,' the word 'upward' is an adverb of 
manner.

Answer: B) False

'Upward' is an adverb of place/direction, not manner, as it answers the question 'where' rather than 'how'.

7. Which of these sentences contains an adverb modifying another adverb?

Answer: D) Both A and C

In 'A', 'quite' modifies 'loudly'. In 'C', 'extremely' modifies 'early'. Both follow the pattern of an adverb of degree 
modifying an adverb of manner or time.

8. Identify the adverb of degree that indicates a near-total completion of an action: 'After hours of 
deliberation, the verdict was ______ reached.'

Answer: B) virtually

'Virtually' functions as an adverb of degree meaning 'nearly' or 'for most intensive purposes,' suggesting the action 
is all but complete.

9. The word 'fast' can function as both an adjective and an adverb depending on the syntactical context.

Answer: A) True

'Fast' is a flat adverb; it describes the action in 'run fast' (adverb) and the noun in 'fast car' (adjective).

10. Determine the impact of the adverb 'indifferently' in the following context: 'The tyrant viewed the 
suffering of the peasants indifferently.'

Answer: C) It characterizes the tyrant as lacking concern or empathy.

'Indifferently' is an adverb of manner that provides critical characterization, showing a lack of interest or emotional 
response.
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