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Answer Key: Stained Glass Narratives: 10th Grade Creative Synthesis 
Quiz
Meta-fiction, stream of consciousness, and unreliable narration—analyzing how stylistic choices fracture and 
reform traditional storytelling during the writing process.

1. A writer describes a character’s internal monologue as a chaotic, unpunctuated flow of sensory 
details and memories to mimic the actual speed of thought. Which advanced stylistic device is being 
employed?

Answer: B) Stream of consciousness

Stream of consciousness mimics the non-linear, fluid nature of human thought, often eschewing traditional grammar 
to achieve deep psychological realism.

2. True or False: In a 'Rashomon-style' narrative, the creative focus shifts from 'what happened' to 'how 
the subjective perspective of each narrator alters the truth.'

Answer: A) True

This technique uses multiple unreliable narrators to explore the subjectivity of truth, requiring the reader to synthe-
size conflicting accounts.

3. When a narrator speaks directly to the reader or acknowledges that they are a character in a book, 
the writer is using ______ to break the fourth wall.

Answer: B) Meta-fiction

Meta-fiction is a form of creative writing that self-consciously addresses the devices of fiction, drawing attention to 
its own artificiality.

4. Consider a story where the setting (a rotting mansion) mirrors the decaying mental state of the 
protagonist. This creative technique is known as:

Answer: C) Objective correlative

The objective correlative uses a set of objects, a situation, or a chain of events to serve as the formula for a particular 
emotion.

5. True or False: 'Voice' in creative writing is strictly limited to the dialogue spoken by characters and 
does not include the rhythm of the narration.
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Answer: B) False

Voice encompasses the entire personality of the prose, including syntax, tone, and the narrator's unique perspective 
on the world.

6. A writer who uses 'In Media Res' starts the story ______, forcing the reader to piece together previous 
events through context clues.

Answer: C) in the middle of the action

Starting 'in the middle of things' creates immediate narrative tension and requires sophisticated scaffolding to reveal 
backstory.

7. Which of these is an example of 'Subverting a Trope' to create originality in a fantasy setting?

Answer: B) The chosen hero failing the quest because they lack the necessary skill.

Subverting a trope involves taking a common narrative expectation and changing it to surprise the audience and 
provide fresh thematic depth.

8. In Hemingway’s 'Iceberg Theory,' the writer leaves the majority of the story's meaning ______ to allow 
the reader to intuit the underlying subtext.

Answer: C) omitted or unstated

Minimalist styles rely on the power of omission, where the 'visible' prose represents only a fraction of the character's 
emotional reality.

9. A protagonist who justifies their harmful actions through biased narrative descriptions is likely 
serving as what type of narrator?

Answer: C) Unreliable narrator

An unreliable narrator’s credibility is compromised, requiring the reader to evaluate the gap between the narrator’s 
claims and the story's reality.

10. True or False: 'Show, Don’t Tell' means that a writer should never use abstract nouns like 'sadness' 
and must instead describe physical manifestations of that emotion.

Answer: A) True

Showing involves using evocative imagery and actions rather than summary labels, allowing readers to experience 
the emotion alongside the character.
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