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Answer Key: Conquer the Nuance: 10th Grade Idiomatic Analysis Chal-
lenge
Moving beyond literal definitions to evaluate how cultural subtext and rhetorical intent shape high-level 
linguistic expressions.

1. In a political debate, a candidate is accused of 'dog-whistle politics.' Which statement best evaluates 
the function of this expression?

Answer: B) It describes coded language that appears neutral to the general public but resonates with a 
specific subgroup.

A 'dog whistle' in a sociopolitical context is an idiom for messaging that has a hidden meaning intended only for a 
particular audience, much like a literal dog whistle is only audible to canines.

2. True or False: The idiom 'to throw a monkey wrench' into a plan is an example of an industry-derived 
expression signifying intentional disruption.

Answer: A) True

This idiom originated in the industrial era, where dropping a tool into machinery would cause it to seize, symbolizing 
the sabotage of a project or process.

3. In a corporate negotiation, if a CEO decides to 'cut the Gordian knot,' they are choosing to solve a 
complex problem by __________.

Answer: B) Taking a bold, decisive, and direct action

Originating from the legend of Alexander the Great, 'cutting the Gordian knot' refers to finding a swift, non-traditional 
solution to a seemingly insoluble problem.

4. During a legal trial, a lawyer warns the jury about a 'Red Herring' introduced by the defense. What 
is the intended analytical meaning?

Answer: C) An irrelevant topic used to divert attention from the main issue.

A 'red herring' is a move in logic or rhetoric where an irrelevant distraction is used to lead the audience away from 
the core argument.

5. True or False: If a character in a novel is described as 'Crossing the Rubicon,' it signifies they have 
reached a point of no return regarding a major decision.
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Answer: A) True

This idiom refers to Julius Caesar's 49 BC crossing of the Rubicon river, which was an irrevocable act of war against 
the Roman Senate.

6. Which idiom would most effectively critique a project that has become overly complex and expensive 
without showing results?

Answer: B) A white elephant

A 'white elephant' is a possession that is useless or troublesome, especially one that is expensive to maintain or 
difficult to dispose of.

7. When a diplomat describes a situation as 'The Sword of Damocles,' they are suggesting that there is 
__________.

Answer: B) An imminent and ever-present danger

Tracing back to Greek mythology, this expression personifies the constant peril faced by those in positions of power.

8. Analyze the expression 'to tilt at windmills.' A person engaging in this behavior is likely focusing their 
energy on:

Answer: B) Fighting imaginary or insignificant enemies.

Derived from Cervantes's Don Quixote, this idiom describes attacking perceived enemies that are actually harmless 
or non-existent.

9. True or False: To 'rest on one's laurels' implies that a person is working harder than ever to achieve 
a new goal.

Answer: B) False

Resting on one's laurels actually means becoming complacent and relying on past successes rather than continuing 
to strive for further achievements.

10. An author uses a 'Pyrrhic victory' to describe a protagonist's battle. This implies the win was 
__________.

Answer: B) Won at such a heavy cost that it is tantamount to defeat

Named after King Pyrrhus of Epirus, a Pyrrhic victory is one where the losses sustained in winning actually outweigh 
any benefits gained.

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 3



Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Powered by sheetworks Page 3 of 3


