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Answer Key: Editorial Detective: 5th Grade Global News Analysis Chal-
lenge

Synthesize complex information from multiple viewpoints to reconstruct how international events impact 
local economies and personal civic responsibilities.

1. A news report states that a global shortage of lithium has led to a price hike in electric car batteries. 
Which group would likely have the most biased perspective against a new lithium mine in their town?

Answer: B) A conservation group protecting the local groundwater

Local conservation groups have a 'stakeholder' interest in protecting the immediate environment, making their 
perspective biased toward preservation over industrial development.

2. True or False: If two different news outlets report different details about the same event, it always 
means one of them is lying.

Answer: B) False

Different journalists may prioritize different facts, interview different witnesses, or emphasize different impacts 
based on their perspective and available information.

3. When a reporter uses emotional language like 'disastrous' or 'heroic' instead of just stating the facts, 
they are showing ____.

Answer: B) Media bias

Subjective, emotional adjectives steer the reader's opinion rather than letting the facts speak for themselves, which 
is a key indicator of bias.

4. Imagine a country passes a law requiring 50% of its land to be forests. What is a likely 'unintended 
consequence' for a 5th grader living in a rural farming village there?

Answer: B) Food prices might rise because there is less land for crops

Analyzing complex policies involves looking at trade-offs; protecting forests (environmental) can reduce available 
farmland, affecting food supply (economic).

5. Which of the following is the best example of 'synthesis' when analyzing a current event about a new 
space mission?
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Answer: C) Comparing the cost of the mission to the benefits of its scientific discoveries

Synthesis involves combining different types of information (cost and scientific value) to form a deeper evaluation of 
the event's importance.

6. True or False: A primary source, such as a video of a city council meeting, is generally more reliable 
than a social media post summarizing the meeting.

Answer: A) True

Primary sources like raw video allow you to see the evidence directly, whereas summaries often include the opinions 
or interpretations of the person writing them.

7. An article discusses how a robot-run factory in Japan is changing how shoes are made worldwide. 
This is an example of an ____ issue.

Answer: B) International

International issues involve events in one country that have ripple effects on the technology, trade, or economy of 
other nations.

8. When evaluating the impact of a new city park, which data point would be MOST useful for an 
objective analysis?

Answer: C) Statistics showing how many people visited per month

Objective analysis relies on measurable data and facts, such as statistics, rather than personal feelings or anecdotes.

9. True or False: Current events analysis and historical analysis are unrelated because history only looks 
at the past.

Answer: B) False

Historical context is essential for analyzing current events, as many of today's issues are caused or influenced by 
events that happened years ago.

10. To understand the 'why' behind an event, an investigator must look for the ____, which is the event 
that triggered the current situation.

Answer: B) Cause

Identifying the 'cause' is the first step in cause-and-effect analysis to understand why a current event is unfolding the 
way it is.
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