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Answer Key: The Secret Language of Sound: A Pre-K Symphony Mission

Recruit your tiny conductors to synthesize mood and movement by identifying how tempo and timbre build 
an imaginary musical world.

1. If we are making a 'Thunderstorm Song,' which instrument's voice would best tell the story of a giant 
boom in the sky?

Answer: C) A big bass drum

To synthesize sound and story, students must match the timbre and volume of a bass drum to the physical 
characteristics of thunder.

2. The music is moving very slowly, like a sleepy turtle. This slow speed is called ________.

Answer: B) Adagio

Adagio is the musical term for a slow tempo, requiring the student to categorize the speed they 'feel' with the correct 
terminology.

3. High-pitched sounds always sound exactly like a heavy elephant walking.

Answer: B) False

Students must evaluate pitch; high sounds are usually associated with small birds or bells, while low sounds represent 
heavy objects like elephants.

4. Listen to the piano play a very 'sad' song. What happens if we suddenly play it very fast and loud?

Answer: C) The mood changes to excited or scary

This requires synthesis of elements: changing tempo and dynamics alters the emotional impact and 'story' of the 
musical work.

5. When many people sing together in a group, we call that group a ________.

Answer: C) Chorus

Identifying a chorus involves recognizing musical structure and the social context of making music in a group.

6. Music can make our bodies want to march, dance, or even go to sleep.
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Answer: A) True

Formative assessment of music's purpose; it validates the student's understanding that rhythm and melody influence 
physical response.

7. We are making a song about a 'Sneaky Cat.' How should we play the xylophone?

Answer: B) Staccato (short, bouncy, and quiet notes)

Advanced synthesis: the student must choose a specific articulation (staccato) to represent a nuanced physical action 
(sneaking).

8. The 'heartbeat' of a song that stays the same while you clap is the ________.

Answer: C) Beat

Foundational music appreciation involves identifying the steady pulse as the 'human' element of a composition.

9. In a 'Question and Answer' song, two different instruments take turns talking to each other.

Answer: A) True

Recognizing call-and-response form is a key analytical skill in understanding musical structure.

10. You are the conductor! If you want the violins to sound like 'Falling Leaves,' which movement should 
you lead?

Answer: C) Gentle, swirling motions from high to low

This requires the student to translate a visual/nature concept into a musical instruction, demonstrating synthesis of 
melody and movement.
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