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Answer Key: Squid Game: The 9th Grade Soul-Searching Character 
Analysis Quiz

Peel back the layers of protagonist motivation and tragic flaws to predict how complex characters handle 
high-stakes moral dilemmas.

1. Which term describes a character whose internal values or personality undergo a significant, per-
manent change throughout a narrative?

Answer: C) Dynamic character

Dynamic characters experience internal shifts in perspective, maturity, or belief systems as a result of the plot's 
conflicts.

2. When an author reveals a character's traits through their speech, actions, or appearance rather than 
stating them directly, they are using:

Answer: B) Indirect characterization

Indirect characterization requires the reader to use inference to determine a character's traits based on 'showing' 
rather than 'telling'.

3. A character who serves as a direct contrast to the protagonist to highlight specific qualities is known 
as a _________.

Answer: C) Foil

A character foil is designed to reveal the distinctive traits of the protagonist through comparison and contrast.

4. A 'flat' character is always a 'static' character because they lack complexity and do not change.

Answer: B) False

While they often overlap, these are different concepts. 'Flat' refers to the depth of personality, while 'static' refers 
specifically to the lack of change over time.

5. Which of these is a primary example of internal conflict in character development?

Answer: C) Man vs. Self
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Internal conflict (Man vs. Self) occurs within a character's mind, often involving a struggle between competing desires 
or moral choices.

6. The underlying reason or 'why' behind a character’s specific behavior or action in a story is called 
_________.

Answer: A) Motivation

Motivation is the psychological driver that makes a character's actions believable and grounded in their past or goals.

7. The 'protagonist' of a story is by definition always a heroic person with good intentions.

Answer: B) False

The protagonist is simply the main character who drives the plot; they can be an 'anti-hero' or even a villainous figure.

8. What is the term for a character who represents a universal pattern or a recurring type across 
different cultures and eras of literature?

Answer: B) Archetype

Archetypes (like 'The Hero' or 'The Outcast') are recognizable patterns that transcend individual stories.

9. A character who has many personality traits and is portrayed as a multi-layered, complex individual 
is a _________ character.

Answer: D) Round

Round characters are well-developed and realistic, showing a variety of traits and human complexities.

10. Character analysis requires looking beyond what a character says to evaluate their motives and the 
subtext of their actions.

Answer: A) True

Deep character analysis involves critical thinking to interpret the nuances between a character's stated words and 
their actual behavior.

Powered by sheetworks Page 2 of 2


