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Answer Key: Dissect Morphological Complexity: A Senior College Ety-
mology Quiz

Scholars synthesize Greek and Latin morphemes to reverse-engineer Neolithic terminology and modern
scientific neologisms in this rigorous vocabulary assessment.

1. In the context of 21st-century bioethics, if a scientist is accused of 'iatrogenic’ harm, which
root-based synthesis best explains the origin of the injury?

Answer: C) Induced inadvertently by the physician or medical treatment.

The root 'iatr-' stems from the Greek 'iatros' (healer/physician) and -genic' means 'produced by.' Therefore, iatrogenic
refers to illness or injury caused by medical examination or treatment.

2. The philosophical concept of 'teleology’ posits that entities are defined by their
the Greek root 'telos’.

, derived from

Answer: B) End purpose or ultimate goal

In Aristotelian and subsequent philosophical discourse, 'telos' signifies an end, completion, or ultimate objective.
Teleology is the study of design or purpose in nature.

3. The prefix'ana-'in the term 'anachronism’serves as a spatial marker meaning 'underneath’ or 'below’
the current timeline.

Answer: B) False

In 'anachronism’, the prefix 'ana-' actually means 'against’, 'back’, or 'again’, while 'chron' refers to time; thus, it
describes something positioned against its proper chronological time.

4. Analyze the morphemes in the word 'peripatetic.' What would be the primary habit of a person
described by this Aristotelian adjective?

Answer: B) Walking or traveling from place to place while teaching.

The prefix 'peri-' (around) combined with 'patein’ (to tread/walk) refers to the Peripatetic school of philosophy, where
members walked about the Lyceum while discussing ideas.

5.If a literary critic describes a character's speech as 'laconic,’ they are referencing the region of ,
known for its residents’ legendary brevity.
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Answer: B) Laconia (Sparta)

The term 'laconic' is derived from Laconia, the region of ancient Greece inhabited by the Spartans, who were famous
for their concise, pithy manner of speaking.

6. Consider the term 'synecdoche.' Which linguistic function does the prefix 'syn-' perform in this
rhetorical device?

Answer: B) Signifying 'together’ or 'with' to link a part to a whole.

The prefix 'syn-' (together/with) combined with 'ekdoche' (understanding) literally translates to 'understanding one
thing with another,' specifically using a part to represent the whole.

7. An 'exegesis’ involves a critical explanation of a text, utilizing the prefix 'ex-' to imply 'leading out’
the meaning from the source.

Answer: A) True

From the Greek 'exégeisthai’ ('ex-' out + 'hegeisthai' to lead), exegesis is the process of leading the true meaning out
of a text rather than reading one's own ideas into it (eisegesis).

8. In political science, the suffix in the word 'plutocracy’ identifies that the 'crat’ (power/rule) is held
specifically by the .

Answer: D) Wealthy

The root 'pluto-' comes from 'ploutos,' the Greek word for wealth. Therefore, a plutocracy is a system of government
ruled by the rich.

9. The term 'eschatology’ in theological study refers to the investigation of 'last things.' Which root
identifies this focus on the finality of time?

Answer: B) Eschatos-

The Greek 'eschatos' translates to 'last' or 'outermost.' Eschatology is the branch of theology concerned with the final
events of history or the ultimate destiny of humanity.

10. In the word 'triumvirate,’ the root 'vir' refers to 'virtue' or 'moral excellence’ shared by three leaders.

Answer: B) False

The root 'vir' in 'triumvirate' comes from the Latin 'vir,' meaning 'man.' It specifically refers to a political regime
dominated by three powerful individuals (men).
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