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Answer Key: Nail the Nuance: 9th Grade Adjective Precision Quiz

Students achieve rhetorical precision by analyzing how sophisticated modifiers shift tone and evaluate the 
impact of cumulative adjectives in complex syntax.

1. In the sentence 'The candidate's ephemeral popularity vanished after the debate,' what does the 
adjective 'ephemeral' imply about the noun it modifies?

Answer: B) The popularity was fleeting and short-lived.

'Ephemeral' is a descriptive adjective meaning lasting for a very short time, providing a specific temporal context to 
the candidate's status.

2. Choose the most logically precise adjective to complete this analytical statement: 'The scientist 
dismissed the data as __________, noting that the sample size was too small to be significant.'

Answer: A) Inconsequential

'Inconsequential' is a qualitative adjective that describes something as being of no importance or consequence, which 
fits the context of a small sample size.

3. In the phrase 'Those architectural marvels,' the word 'those' serves as a demonstrative adjective 
because it specifies which nouns are being discussed based on proximity.

Answer: A) True

Demonstrative adjectives like 'this,' 'that,' 'these,' and 'those' indicate the specific identity of the noun they precede.

4. Identify the superlative adjective in the following literary analysis: 'Of all the characters in the play, 
Iago remains the most malevolent force.'

Answer: B) Most malevolent

'Most malevolent' uses the superlative form to indicate the highest degree of a quality compared to all others in the 
group.

5. To create a more somber tone, which adjective should replace 'sad' in the sentence: 'The __________ 
violin solo echoed through the empty hall.'

Answer: B) Plaintive
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'Plaintive' is a descriptive adjective meaning 'sounding sad and mournful,' which elevates the academic tone of the 
sentence.

6. Which of the following sentences correctly utilizes a comparative adjective to weigh two distinct 
concepts?

Answer: B) Solar energy is more sustainable than coal power.

The phrase 'more sustainable' is the comparative form of the adjective 'sustainable,' used here to compare two 
sources of energy.

7. The word 'myriad' can function as a quantitative adjective when used in the phrase 'myriad oppor-
tunities.'

Answer: A) True

Quantitative adjectives define the amount or number of a noun; 'myriad' implies an indefinitely large number.

8. When an author describes a landscape as 'arid,' they are using a descriptive adjective to emphasize 
the __________ nature of the environment.

Answer: C) Dry

'Arid' is a precise descriptive adjective indicating a lack of moisture or water, common in high school geography and 
literature.

9. Review the sentence: 'The former president and the latter diplomat entered the summit.' Which 
describes the function of 'former' and 'latter'?

Answer: C) Sequential demonstrative adjectives identifying specific items by order.

'Former' and 'latter' are demonstrative adjectives that specify which person or thing is being referred to based on 
their order in a sequence.

10. In the sentence 'The precarious bridge swayed in the wind,' the word 'precarious' functions as a 
comparative adjective.

Answer: B) False

False. 'Precarious' is a descriptive adjective in its positive form; it does not compare two things (which would be 'more 
precarious').
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