Name: Date:

Nail the Nuance: 12th Grade Irregular Verb Synthesis

Morphological shifts, archaic roots, and perfective aspect. Ten advanced items designed to sharpen linguistic
precision and elevate academic prose.

1. In contemporary formal prose, which sentence demonstrates the most precise use of a traditionally
irregular verb regarding its historical root?

A. The candidate has pleaded no contest to the minor charges.

B. The fabric was wove with intricate threads from the Silk Road.

C. He had strove for excellence long before the award was announced.

D. The team has overborne the opposition despite the structural setbacks.

2. The diplomat _____ (to forsake) his previous allegiances once the treaty was finalized in Geneva.
A. forsaked
B. forsook
C. forsaken
D. forsaking

3. True or False: In the sentence 'The bells have tolled for the fallen,’ the verb 'tolled’ is considered an
irregular verb because it involves a change in the internal vowel sound.

A. True

B. False

4. Which of the following sentences utilizes the past participle of an irregular verb to function correctly
as an adjectival modifier?

A. The shrunken treasury required immediate legislative intervention.

B. The shrinked sweater was no longer wearable after the wash.

C. The shrank GDP caused a ripple effect across the global markets.

D. The shrinkinged violet hid in the corner of the garden.

5. Despite the harsh conditions, the colony ____ (to thrive) and eventually established a trade network.
A. throve
B. thrivened
C. thriven
D. thrived

6. True or False: The verb 'to broadcast' is often treated as an unchanged irregular verb, where the past
tense and past participle are identical to the present form.

A. True
B. False
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7. Analyze the following sentence for grammatical accuracy regarding the past participle: 'The suspect
had slinked away before the authorities arrived.' Is this the most precise form for an academic analysis?
A. Yes, 'slinked' is the standard American English form.
B. No, the correct past tense should be 'slanked'.
C. No, the traditional irregular past participle is 'slunk’.
D. Yes, because 'slink’ became a regular verb in the 19th century.

8. The tapestry ___ (to hang) in the Great Hall for centuries before it was moved to the museum.
A. hanged
B. hung
C. hangen
D. hunged

9. Which sentence pair demonstrates a correct distinction between the present and past forms of the
irregular verb 'to bespeak'?

A. His actions bespeak confidence. Yesterday, they bespoke arrogance.

B. His actions bespeak confidence. Yesterday, they bespoken arrogance.

C. His actions bespeak confidence. Yesterday, they bespeaked arrogance.

D. His actions bespeak confidence. Yesterday, they bespeak arrogance.

10. True or False: The verb 'to strive' is purely regular in modern academic English, making 'strived' the
only acceptable past tense form.

A. True
B. False
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