Name: Date:

Answer Key: Arsenal of Democracy: 8th Grade WWII Synthesis Quiz

Could a factory floor win a global war? Analyze the complex logistics and ethical dilemmas that defined the
American home front and front lines.

1. Which 1941 policy allowed the U.S. to support the British war effort through material aid without
violating the technicality of the Neutrality Acts?

Answer: B) The Lend-Lease Act

The Lend-Lease Act effectively ended U.S. neutrality by allowing the President to send arms and supplies to any nation
whose defense was vital to the U.S.

2.The campaign was a social movement by African Americans advocating for victory over fascism
abroad and victory over racism at home.

Answer: A) Double V

The 'Double V' campaign emphasized that Black Americans fighting for democracy in Europe deserved full citizenship
and equality in the United States.

3. Executive Order 9066 facilitated the forced relocation of over 110,000 Japanese Americans based on
evidence of widespread espionage.

Answer: B) False

While Executive Order 9066 did authorize internment, there was no evidence of widespread espionage or sabotage;
it was driven by wartime hysteria and prejudice.

4. Navajo Code Talkers were essential to the Pacific Theater because their language was:
Answer: A) An unwritten language with a complex syntax unknown to Japanese cryptographers

The Navajo language's lack of a written alphabet and its unique structure made it impossible for the Axis powers to
decipher, providing a secure communication method.

5. General served as the architect of the 'Island Hopping' strategy, bypassing fortified Japanese
positions to secure airfields closer to mainland Japan.

Answer: B) Douglas MacArthur
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General MacArthur led Allied forces in the South Pacific, utilizing island hopping to neutralize Japanese strongholds
while minimizing American casualties.

6. What was the primary focus of the Bracero Program initiated during World War II?

Answer: C) Bringing Mexican laborers to the U.S. to alleviate agricultural labor shortages

The Bracero Program allowed millions of Mexican men to work legally in the United States to sustain food production
while American men were fighting abroad.

7. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team, composed mostly of Nisei (second-generation Japanese Amer-
icans), became the most decorated unit in U.S. military history.

Answer: A) True

Despite the internment of their families at home, Nisei soldiers fought with extraordinary bravery in Europe, earning
thousands of Purple Hearts and Medals of Honor.

8. The decision to use the atomic bomb was influenced by which of the following military assessments?

Answer: C) Estimates of high casualties during a projected land invasion of Japan (Operation Downfall)

Military planners predicted that a land invasion of Japan would result in hundreds of thousands of American deaths
and millions of Japanese casualties.

9. The Conference in July 1945 saw the Allies issue an ultimatum for Japan's 'unconditional
surrender’ and discuss the post-war administration of Germany.

Answer: C) Potsdam

The Potsdam Conference was the final wartime meeting of the 'Big Three' leaders, where the terms for ending the
war with Japan were established.

10. How did the G.I. Bill (Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944) fundamentally change post-war
American society?

Answer: B) It provided low-interest mortgages and college tuition, fueling the growth of the middle class

The G.I. Bill provided economic opportunities for veterans, leading to a boom in higher education and suburban
housing (like Levittowns) following the war.
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