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Wrangle the Referee’s Mind: A 5th Grade Sportsmanship Dissection

Evaluate high-stakes competitive dilemmas where ethics collide with the scoreboard to build leadership skills 
and situational integrity.

1. During a regional fencing match, an electronic sensor fails to record a touch by your opponent. If you 
choose to acknowledge the point even though it means you lose the match, which principle are you 
prioritizing?

A. Strategic manipulation
B. Integrity over outcome
C. Passive observation
D. Referee fallibility

2. A team captain who calmly asks a referee for clarification on a complex ruling is demonstrating poor 
sportsmanship because they are questioning authority.

A. True
B. False

3. In professional golf, players often call penalties on themselves for minor infractions that no one else 
saw. This practice is a primary example of ______.

A. Self-regulation
B. External monitoring
C. Public relations
D. Rule avoidance

4. An opposing player goes down with a localized injury during a fast-break in a basketball tournament. 
What is the most 'ethically sound' action for the player with the ball to take?

A. Score immediately before the whistle blows
B. Stop play to ensure the opponent receives medical attention
C. Wait for the coach to tell them what to do
D. Pretend they didn't see the injury to avoid guilt

5. When a team uses a loophole in the rules to gain an unfair advantage that violates the 'spirit of the 
game,' they are lacking ______.

A. Tactical awareness
B. Moral courage
C. Competitive drive
D. Physical stamina

6. True sportsmanship requires an athlete to maintain the same level of respect for an opponent 
regardless of whether the opponent is playing fairly or unfairly.
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A. True
B. False

7. Which of these scenarios represents a 'constructive' way to handle a loss in a high-stakes champi-
onship?

A. Leaving the field immediately to process emotions privately
B. Analyzing the opponent's strategy to learn for future improvement
C. Pointing out the mistakes the officials made during the game
D. Blaming teammates for not following the defensive plan

8. A player who celebrates a goal by mocking the opposing team's crowd is failing to demonstrate ______.
A. Humility
B. Agility
C. Coordination
D. Persistence

9. In the context of competitive ethics, why is 'intent' more important than the actual 'outcome' of a 
play?

A. Intent is what determines the score
B. Outcome is all that fans care about
C. Intent reflects the true character and sportsmanship of the athlete
D. Referees only penalize based on intent

10. During a cross-country race, helping a fallen competitor from another school reach the finish line 
is considered a violation of the 'spirit of competition.'

A. True
B. False
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