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Answer Key: Wrangle the Referee’s Mind: A 5th Grade Sportsmanship 
Dissection
Evaluate high-stakes competitive dilemmas where ethics collide with the scoreboard to build leadership skills 
and situational integrity.

1. During a regional fencing match, an electronic sensor fails to record a touch by your opponent. If you 
choose to acknowledge the point even though it means you lose the match, which principle are you 
prioritizing?

Answer: B) Integrity over outcome

At an analytical level, providing information that results in your own loss demonstrates that your personal integrity 
and the spirit of 'fair play' are more valuable than the final score.

2. A team captain who calmly asks a referee for clarification on a complex ruling is demonstrating poor 
sportsmanship because they are questioning authority.

Answer: B) False

Respect for officials includes respectful communication. Seeking clarification to understand the rules better is a 
proactive leadership trait, not a sign of disrespect.

3. In professional golf, players often call penalties on themselves for minor infractions that no one else 
saw. This practice is a primary example of ______.

Answer: A) Self-regulation

Self-regulation is the highest form of sportsmanship where an athlete holds themselves accountable to the rules 
without needing an official to intervene.

4. An opposing player goes down with a localized injury during a fast-break in a basketball tournament. 
What is the most 'ethically sound' action for the player with the ball to take?

Answer: B) Stop play to ensure the opponent receives medical attention

Evaluating the situation requires weighing the value of a point against the safety of a human being; prioritizing safety 
demonstrates empathy and ethical behavior.

5. When a team uses a loophole in the rules to gain an unfair advantage that violates the 'spirit of the 
game,' they are lacking ______.
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Answer: B) Moral courage

Moral courage is required to follow the intent of the rules rather than finding sneaky ways to bypass them for a win.

6. True sportsmanship requires an athlete to maintain the same level of respect for an opponent 
regardless of whether the opponent is playing fairly or unfairly.

Answer: A) True

High-level sportsmanship is independent of others' actions. An analytical approach suggests that your character is 
defined by your response, not by the provocations of others.

7. Which of these scenarios represents a 'constructive' way to handle a loss in a high-stakes champi-
onship?

Answer: B) Analyzing the opponent's strategy to learn for future improvement

Learning from defeat is a critical part of sportsmanship, as it redirects negative emotions into analytical growth and 
respect for the winner's skill.

8. A player who celebrates a goal by mocking the opposing team's crowd is failing to demonstrate ______.

Answer: A) Humility

Humility in victory is a core component of sportsmanship, ensuring that success does not come at the expense of 
others' dignity.

9. In the context of competitive ethics, why is 'intent' more important than the actual 'outcome' of a 
play?

Answer: C) Intent reflects the true character and sportsmanship of the athlete

Analyzing sportsmanship requires looking at the 'why' behind an action. A mistake made with good intent is a skill 
issue; a violation with bad intent is a character issue.

10. During a cross-country race, helping a fallen competitor from another school reach the finish line 
is considered a violation of the 'spirit of competition.'

Answer: B) False

Compassion is a fundamental pillar of sportsmanship. Assisting a struggling peer reflects the core value that the 
well-being of athletes is more important than the specific ranking.
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